Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



/62. 



1 






/ 









It •" 1 ' ' . t 



,-„-.,--> 



BELTESHAZZAR; 

OR, THE 

HEROIC JEW: 

A . 

Dramatic Poem, 



Nejuf tMim Itit : afuior tilla 
^im Hteis artifices arte perire fua^ Ovid. 



LONDON:' 
I^tedforTHSosoax SAHPB&tt u tht Sell' 

.. . '. In Littie. Srjtain^ iia^i ^ 





Dramatis Perfon^. 

MEN, 

King Darius, 6r Cfaxares^ the Mede. 

Beltijhazzar, or Danie!, ift Prefident. 

Prefid. 2d. 

Prefid. 3d. 

Vtlr^Belefts, ill of th<r Prince. 
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Shalluml a noble Jew, Intimate of Beltejhazzar. 
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Prefid. ^*8 Wife and two Daughtew. " 
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Shalhm. Shemtiab. 
Shal. pj^Q^Si My SBimaiah, diou, and I, , have IcnowH 
•So® "^ J°y ^ Fricndfliip tong ! The ftrong- ^ 

Sivvsn Of mutual Lave have jorn'd our Hearw j 
Have fcap'd the Benefit ia ev'iy Suts: 
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Ploafures imparted have been ftiU mcreas'd, 
And Sympathy has leflcn'd every grief! 

Sbem, Believe me, Shallumy thou haft been my Guider 
My Stay, a conftant Source of new Delights: 
For thou art form'd to love and entertain. 
Not Kings, amidll tlie Pleafures of a Court, 
Can boaft a Happinefs that equals mine. 
May nought, 'till Death's Approach, the Knot untie ! 

ShaL There is no Caufe of Fear : We both are try'd; 
Befides, ftrid Virtue h the folid Balis 
Whereon our Friendlhip ftands w^hich never Ihook 
In all the Tempefts of an adverfe State. 
And now, methmks, the Skies begin to clear, 
So long o'erfpreid with thick and darkfom Clouds ;. 
I have the ProfpeA of a glorious Change, 
Which will occafion univerlal Joy 
To AifrBaf^'s'hithfal Offspring, who f!ill wait" 
To fee the promised Time of their Return, 
With loud Hofannas, to tlieir native Land : 
Then theyll rebuild that Temple which theu* Foes;, 
With impious Hands demolifh*d, and adore 
Their God, according to the Laws recciv'd 
From Mofes, our great Prophet. Then, my Friend, 
Our Nation fliall no longer be defpis'd, 
Infultcd, and opprefs'd by Worfhippers 
Of Dunghil-Gods, to whom we fell a Pwy, 
Becaufe we Ihamefully forfook our own, 
^Vorthy alone to be ador*d by Men, 
And with vile pagan Rites profan'd 1ms Courts. 
Then once agaia, perhaps^ v/e (hsiH €jui($ ' "- 
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The Nations round oui- Coafts, ^xA none ihaD dare 
To cruih our growing Power ; becaufe ouf God, 
At length appeased,- returns to take our part. 

Sbem, The Thought is pleafing; but alas ! I fear 
I Ihall not fliare tfie Bfifs. Why dM I fa^ 
I feard it ? For, if firll I be remov'd^ 
To Jbrabam*^ Boibm, happy Seat of thofe 
Who cleave to Jkraham*h God ; may I not dience^ 
With an exulting Joy, behold my Fri^Kk, 
Thefe captive Jews,, fi-ced firom the galling Yoke, 
Fix'd in the Land that flows- with Milk and Honey ? 

Sbai. Th not, indeed, for us to fet the Time, 
Which he, who only can Salvadon grant. 
Has £x'd, and ke^ a Secset in his Breaft : 
But fure our prefent Sftitc may give us Hope 
It is not fo remote as yoa fuggeft, 

Sbem, Froril whence anfc thefe joyful Expectations I 

SbaL We have a Prince whofe Counfels are a Law, 
Even to Darius ; of his Worth apprized, 
H*as plac'd him next the Throne j and he's fb good, . 
He cannot fail t'imprdve, on our BehaS^ 
Th' Advantage of his Station, when he find* 
A proper Seafon to cfpoufc our Caufe. 

Sbem, He may, perhaps, in time fuccefsfuUy' 
Attaint to raife us from our low EfUte. ^ •* 

SbaL 'Till then^. Sbemrnab, this fhould be bur Work, 
To animate our Bcethrenr in their Bonds, 
Excite them to behave as thofe who claiox 
The Honour of Defcent firom Abraham^ 
Tfib Friend of God, our fim*d Progerator* 

And 
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And let the focial Virtues in our Lives' 
Shine daily, with ftncere Devotion join*d: 
Let's fupplicate the One fupreme, whofe Name 
Alone's Jebovahy tho* he has delayed. 
That now he*d triumph o*er the Idol Bel^ 
And all the Vanities of Babylon, 
Let's recommend, widi Fenrour, to his Care, 
This wife, this virtuous Man, on whom our Eye* 
Are fix*d for Help, we*ye long in vim defir'd ; 
That he may keep his Poft in fjnte of Envy, 
Which often prompts the Wicked to attempt 
To undermine the Be£k^ when rais'd above 'em.. 

Shem. You, Shallum^ often are in Privacy, 
Conferring with the Prince i and know, perhaps,. 
Some great Deii^ he'aft fonn'd, whidb^ x^ dsfidoa^d^ 
And made the Subject of our common Talk^ 
Might blaft our H(^$» and fink us inXtBpaxr.' 

SbaL Thus much I may a&3» you, as our Casife 
Lies near his Heart; fo tto has be«n the Them& 
Of many Converfations, and Vm now. 
By his Appointment, gcmg tp his Houie, 
In order to conc^t fomtf . ferther Mcafiires. 
If things fhould tak e no unc3ipefl:ed Turn, 
You may depend upon't you'll foon hear moret 

Sbem. Thou Meffeiger of Peace, goon, andspuofpOfr. 
My ENty ta the: Prince^ and: let hhn ino w 
My hearty Wifhes for Heav'n'^ noUefi: Gift* 
Shall e*er attend him. 
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O ! May his Fame> and Happinefs encreafe. 

Nor any fecret Foe dlllurb his Peace; 

And may he kte afcend to Joys that ne'er will ceafe! 



} 




Ppef. 2d. VtcC 3/. 

^^^/' 3-TJf^^ fares my Friend ? Mediinb your Loo|f 
Jn befpeak 

Some anxious Cares, or overwhehning Grief, 
WMch hai diipell'd all Gladnef&irom you» Breaflr- 
And Ver your Face has fpread a gloomy Cbud. 
Wherefore this Sadoefs now the Storm is paft. 
And our Afiairs begin to fmile again ? 

Prt/, 2. Of *Twas a direful Profpea which we Jud'. 
(To recoiled it fills my Soul with Horrour,. 
Opens the Wounds afrefh btit newly clos'd ) 
When in the midft of a luxurious Feaft, . 
Belfiazzar tttoMSsng^ faw his mortal For, 
With Sword in Hand, enter the Palace Gates ;. 
When Cyrus hid the Monarch at his Feet, 
Wclt'ring in Blood, and we were forc'dtobow 
Before the mighty Conquerour, and receive 
A Stranger for our King ! But this I own 
Is not the Burden which now weighs me down : . 

*Tis not my lot to reign, and Tm content 

Cj/rxeres, 
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Cyaxeresy the Medcy fliould fway the Sceptre; 
Nor fhould I with Relii6hnce bow before hia^ 
If he would keep the Publick Good in view. 
And in his Service thofe alone employ 
Whom Merit recommends : But when I fee 
My Coantrymen defpis'd^ all fet bdow 
This wortUefs Daniel, our Furil Prefident, 
It breaks my Peace, and fits vneafy on me. 

Pre/. 3. I mull confefs I've wi(h*d it were not fo f 
The Kmg had furely made a wifer Choice 
By ftr, if you, my Lord, had filled his Place. 

Pre/, 2. I ne'er fhould envy one that's rais'd above me, 
Provided he would manage well hi$ Troft. 
Bat what*8 this wond'rous FavVite Beitefiazzar t 
A jew, a Captive ; nay, fHH worfe, a Man 
In vdiom mean Artifice fuppHes the Place 
Of folid Wifdom, and Integrity ; 
For which it pafTes with the thoughdefs Herd» 
Ever impos'd upon by fpecious Shews. 
Nay, ev*n the King himfelf has been mifled 
By this falfe glaring Light, who more confides 
In Daniel, than in all his faithful Friends. 

Pre/. 3. He is, indeed, the Oracle of Stete ^ 
And to oppofe his Counfels is in vain. 

Pre/. 2. The Confequence of this the Land will ruC/ 
Unlefs prevented e're it be too late : 
For fhould the bold afpiring Man go on, 
Soon will he undermine th' unwary King ; 
And when he fees his dark Deligns are ripe 
For Execution, feixe his Mailer's Crqwn; 
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AikI introduce a dreadful Scene of Blood. 
But fee the Prince Bel^. 
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Tr. 2. Tr. j. Trince Bclcfo, 

Pre/. 3. X4^Y Lord, I joy to foe you. 

iy± pj, 3^1 J Qgj^g jj^ Mommg to attend your 

Lordihip, 
In token of the moft fincere Regard, 
Which I am always ready to evince ; 
But beg I mayn't intrude ; you arc ei\gag*d 
In private Bulinefs. 

Pre/. 3. No, indeed, my Lord, 
My Friend and I were only talking o*er 
The prefent Poilure of our State- Affairs. 

Pre/, z. The Fav*rite was our Subje£l, he who rule* 
Our King Darius^ while we ftand for Cyphers. 

Pr. Bel. The Theme it felf, my Lord, mufl be ungrate* 
ful; 
But if you could dcvife fome happy Means 
For crulhing this our Foe, we all fhou*i reap 
The Benefit, our King, our Country too. 

Pref, 3. Believe I am your Friend 5 in me repofe 
Your utmoft Truft : A»d if I e'er prove falfe, 
Difclofe what may, when known, be hurtful to you. 

My 
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My Life ihall pay the Forfeit. Yet, my Lords, 

you'Jl give me leave to fppak my Sentiments : 

Our Cafe, at prefent, fcems t'adniit of nought 

But Patience, which may mitigate our Pains, 

Tho' *cwiQ not heal our Wounds* Who knows, but y«e 

Some Scene may open, which fhall give the King 

A'diflerent Turn of Mind, and change the Courfe 

Of his Affeftions : We may then "be thought 

Worthy of more Regard. Or Time it fclf 

An Alteraidoii in him may -pnx^uee : 

For oft we fee that Love, not built on ReaToi^ 

Is RcUe, and unconftant like the Wind? 

How ftrong foe*cr the Paffion, it will ceafc. 

When Novelty no longer can excite it. 
Pr. Beh Tis true, my Lord, the common His of Lift 

Are to be bom with Patience; but to bow 

With low Submiflion at the Feet of one 

That ought to do you homage, to behold 

One thus exalted who's unmeet to fill 

The lowed Poft of Honour, fure muft fire 

The jioble Blood that flows within your Veins. 

Pre/, 2. We've fcen with what Contempt this haughty 
Man 

Already treats us, flufh'd with his Succefs ; 

And tamely (till to bear the galling Yoke, 

Would argue Meannefs hardly to be match'd 

In vulgsr Minds. 

Pre/. 3. But youTl allow, my Lords, 

That Reafon Ihould prelide o'er al! our Ways : 

To aim at what appears above our reach 

Betrays 
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Betrays our FoDy, maloes as Gke the Brutes, 

Whof by thck Appetites alone are fway'd. 

Pref^ z. But yoor Conclufton is not feirly drawA* 

That therefore we (hould bear this fool Difgraee, 

And feek for no Redrefs.; we then fhoald be 

Like the moft fhipid of the brutal Klind. 

And Reafon telk me that Delays are. vain: 

For fure no prudent Man would j^eafc himfelf 

With idle Dreuns of Freedom from the Yoke, 

And let th' enoreafing Wwght quite prefs- him down^ 

Pr, Bel. My Lord, you argue well, if there aic MeanSj 

As fiirdy Means there are for your Rdief, 

You ought to ufc them wH'e they're in your Power. 

The Mariner toft on the boiilerous Ocean, " ' 

Seeing lus V^ficlh iliAtter^ by the Storm j 

With Joy embraces the frft- friendly PMnk^ 

On which he may be wafted lafe to Shore. 

Pref. 2. O ! Think you ^s^ this, hated Rival fix*<f Uarn* 

ing t$ the 3d. 

Upon the Throne ! "^^^ut cotdd we then ezped. 

But to be treated as moft abje£i Slaves I 

Tot armed thus with Power,, he would efifedl 

^Whate'er his rooted Malide 0K)dd contrive. 

Pref, 3. Heav*n grant my Eyes may never fee that Day f 
Pr, Bel. And yet, my Lord» you are content to fit 

With folded Arms, and wait for its Approach. 

Pre/, 3. My Lords, I own I am at length alarm'i. 

Like one juJft waken'd from the pleafing Dream 

Of Safety, that's with Dangers compafs'd roundi 

And m our common Caufe I'll now embark 

B Witfe 
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With you. But well we know the Priooes alfo hate 

This Daniel ; they would join their Forces to abafe him. 

Then let* s, my Lords, make choice of thofe in whom 

We may repofe our Trull for Sccrefie ; 

T'affiil us m tMs moil important Bufinefs; 

Th* Event of which muft be our Weal, or Woe. 

Tref. 2. The Motion you have made, I well approve < 
iVe chofen fome already, to attend . 
Our Confultations, brave and hcmell Men. 
You know^ my ^ord, the Princes meet to day. 
By Order of Darius^ to di§)atch . ' 

Some great Afikirs. As foon as wc*rc adjoorn'd, 
rU lead you to the Place of Rendezvous; 
Where well confult what Step we next (hall take. 

Pref, 3. My Lords, I will at^ndyou; but I beg. 
We may with Caution all along proceed : * 

For if our Counfels are too foon difcWd, 
In&ead^F helping us, they'll prove our Ruin.. > . 

frtf. z. Fear not, my Lord, we'll be upon our Guard: 
Let Courage tjnen^ and Confbhcy of NCnd 
Equal your Prudence, and Integrity. 

So ftiall we win the Day, and feise the Prize; 
Ijtt Beltejbazzar baHy w« foon ihallrife. 
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^R ^^ 2h Jf* ^ <w* <w* "^ «^ ^ 1^ * •^ ^ "^ «K* <^ «^ ^ w* «♦ «^ «^ 

Bckcfhazzar*^ Houfe^ 

Beltefiazzar. Seratah, 
Belt. ITTHAT Tidings, my Seraiahf 

»» Ser. My good Lord, 
'T would grieve me much, fhould l^be thought by yea 
Officious, or unmindful of my Duty. 

ieit. Speak then without Refove, my honeft Friend f 
I know thou mean'ft me wdl. 

Ser, There's noiight, wy Lord, I ever yet p61!9s'<]* 
I held fo dear as you ; 'cw^ with DdSghf, ' ** 

Too great to be expreis'dy I iaw yoa saitVl, 
Prime Minifter ot State I With equal Joy 
I Ve fince obferv'd how you htyc been the Care 
Of kind, indulgent Hciv\i, who d'er your Ways 
Prefides, axid crowns your Labours with Sacce&. 
Nor is there Caofe of Doubt ( I flatter not ) :: 

Whether your Condud will be Hill thb^ iame ; 
O may your Happindfs f But fnch as y<sa 
Mull be ezpos'd to wicked MenV Attempts, 
Who would rejoyce the Virtuous to d'eprefs. 
And iince fuch Men, the only Foes you have. 
More pbtslickly, than heretofore, profcfs* . 
Their Enmity, IlooVd upon my felf ' / . 

In Duty bouftd't'jfcquaint y oitr Lt}idAiip ii\x& u j 
. / B 2 And 



•Aud let your Goodncfs pl^d fQr ttiy. Ekcmfc* » * • 

• Belt, llat Condua, my d'eraiab, needs it npt. 
Which fiows from fcnfe <f J^nty, cordial Love. 

Serv, My Lord, Jezrahiab vts^ Xoltxim V^hni 
"may have Adntittwice. 

Ser. I ordcr'd his -Attendance on your Lordfhip, 
That he might iing the Song h^ late composed. 
And fet to Notes moft cheerful, yctmaft folemn : 
I am perfuaded. you'll be entertained. 

&A. Tell hhn I am at Icifure 

I Enter Jcz. oHdJtuft, 

JE HO V AH fnmiUbt wulifhr 
His feofkfimt tMr Slavery. 

nefUfQoif^UkrnuS^ixixaflLan^^ 
nerejojful in his '^emfkftani ; 
With ten-firingd inftntmrni frdckitm* 
Ahmd thiir prat Deiii»iref^s Fkme. 
When ibis.Zidwiiim $ifiy reteive^ 
Tbeir Ejei mtd Bs9>s ihefUfiarce Mieti : 
ne iben tadntd-fifT Bhfs wfilfeem ' \' 
Atfirft, afefi^.ikiudimgDreami 
But tbej fifsU findUis ^6ki Day, 
That Sighs Mid Tears are fiei atea J, 

^Belt, The Mufick> fine, Seraiah ; but the Thiom 
Transports my Soul ! I'm loft in Ecfbcy ! 
And tho' I'm vlew'4 by feme thro' Envy'a Qla^. I 

wio 
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The Hereii ytW, if 

WUff woolcl remove axe wert it in thetr Power j 
I hope, eVe Jong to be the Inftniment 
Of this Ddivenmce to my native Conntry. 
Ser, May Heav'n iupport you in the great Defign ! 

3S!(S3S2S3SaS-3S3S3S3S3S. 

Belteih^z«ar aRne. 

WHAT is this Life to Man ? A.Scene of Cares, 
Of numVons Dangmy and incellant Toils,. 
Ev*n when the fovcrcign Ruler of the World 
Exalts OS for ab6ve the common Sort. 
The lugher we are rais'd, the more we. fear ; 
Envy creates us many ipiteful Foes, 
Who from the Precipice would throw us down,. 
And triumph in our Ruin. Yet I hope. 
The only living God whom I adore, 
Whofe Approbation, is my higheft Aim, 
Will ftill preferve me from each threatened Ht 
And crown my future Days with Peace and Joy v. 
If not, 1 yifcld my feif with Chearfubcfs, 
And all I holds moft dear, to hia Difpofe, 
From whofo rich Goodnefs all my Comforts flowi 
Let the Remainder (£ my Life on Earth 
Be bright, or gloomy^ *ris my firm Rcfblve . 
To adjuiefce m my great Ruler's Plcafurc >, 
So P^ I find he amply wiH reward 
My feithfiii Service, and Integrity. 



Heltejbazzar. * Artfione. 

XTl ijijjg gji^aw pjf my Pleaforet, and my Pidos ; 
Pecpetiui Fottntadn of domdHc Joys ; 
IncWgtnt Heav n be prais'd dat fixM my Eyes 

At firll on diee, and gave thee to n^ Anns f 

Jrift. My deareft Lord, if youVe fo entertuA*d, 
"What Gwiic have 1 vwth Raptures to furvcy 
Th* exalted Happinrfs I owe to you! *• 
At firft your chainung Mcin, your gracefiil Air, 
The Grandeur which j5>pcars in all your Words, 
In all your A£lion5, quite fubdu*d my Heart. 
And thus prepar'd, I.liften'd to your Voice, .. 
As'to an Angd'*, while you tum*d my Feet 
Into the Paths of everlaftmg Life : 
You taught me to renounce thofe Idol-Gods . 
To whom I had too long blind Homage paid r . 
To worfliip him who is the FhJIsji^ Laft^ 
Who fpread the Hctav'ns above, and built the Earth, 
And fways the Scepter over all his. Works i 
To reverence, . and to love his facred Napae x 
This made mv Paffion heavenly ^^ ^vine 5 
I looked upon you as my Guardian - Angd. 
From noblcft Motives then at.yolar Requeft^ 
X foon became your fiithfiil, tender Wife ; 
Since |hat,how fwectly have kvc wc trod Life's Path tpgotker ! 

Belt. 



Belt* My lovdy Fair, 'tis a moft ptfeafing Scene 

He oaty' knowsy v?lio oiders our'^Afiairs ; 
And wi&Iy Has concealed from olir View - 
Future Events. This we flioQld call to mind $ , 

The Fruits be bMed which have rais'd our Hope). 
Jrift, What means ^vfWdi.. "'' \ 

Belt. Be not concem'd» my Love, for I forefee 
No othqif Di0%en ftxn joveilnrs^ beep ' '■^^' ''T* 

Th* AtteidaoitsofmyStsitiQii. Boctfaoaknowtt 
I've many fpitefidFocs,, who e«vy all 
The Honours unto whidi my l^lince lias nus'd mtf 
Envymethee* asvrdilndMdtlieyiliayi : -^ '. : [ 

For thou might'ft malEc t&e ^eateft Monarch liapj^^ ^ ^' 

That rules baieath the Skies : Howfer dieir Power ' • * 

And Subtilty may £^chy wetannotny. 

And it becomes us not to be fecmc; ^ 

But wluk we pay the T^:3MCe of our Praife 

To the perpetual Souice of afi onrjoytf, " ■ '* ' 

We Ihould provide for what we may endure^ 

Tlut nought may drive us from the Paths of Virtue. 

Farewd s I hailen to the Coun9frHottre ; 

The Bufineis there difpatch'd^ I ILtf return. 

To her whofe fweet Sociq(Qr rdieves « 

My Mind, fo oft fiitigu'd with Thought and Care. 
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2a - Be l.t £ SM a^zzta n'i or. 
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Ati&ont a&me. 



2"^:':..- 1 '. "»-}■' .^ 



I ..* t' 



THOU befl of Hudsuida^ add-dnu \mBief Mda !» 
Improves my UndcrfbndifkgyrmriBS my Breaft ! 

I'll treafure in my Hearts afid^kn^^tfrthfie'r 
To grow iitAf itttiCi .itill my ft^uj&ajlfifti, : ^ 
And take W. Scat b^iPnd;tIie;^(9useS]qcs» t 
There none can dwdl, *xiH wailaud ^lom^iy St^ 
Of Sin, they pcrfeft Purity obtain. • 
There ihall we bothiil^' eodlefsL Agoi ihine,. 
With an unfulUed Lufire, andbe all divineu . 
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The Street. 



1 . Peaf. rr/HAT News, honoft Friend? 

W 2. Peaf, Truly, Sir, I am no Newfmonger. 

So long as I can have Three good Mealtf a^kiay for my lelf and 

FsnflT^ wfaefe Appafd* ndaDdrefiingto defend ns finom 

theliyiinescf te'WealSiery ttelVodo^idf 1117 !L«faoi3r and 

lodoOryt lihaVi'tcoiicemiaif fdtf'tniichaboiit.public'AI^ 

I. Peaf. Of Butithas;ai[JLirof Gcoiiiity to be atie to 
tell what our Goverhours axe doing. 

2* Peaf^ Why* as to Gcntilicy, I don't aim at it ; and I 
am iure \\vooId farel^etter with inany who dp, if they were 
<Bi m^ fMud * For their way xn Lnxt is yq 'genteel, tiiat tiKn* 
by they reduce themielves to Want and Beggary. 

1. P^i^ Hqw fos- pray ? » * " . . 

2. Peaf. rnWIIyou, Sir. They arc pcrpctoally running 
about aftor News : The Confe^iienoe of- din k, that their 
Cuflomers run away from them. And ib in a Ikde dmr^ 
truly, they aiv obiig'd to run ^vnty them^yes, or elic they 
would be dapp'd up in a Priibn, there to be pinch*d with^ 
Hunger, aad die in Rags* 

I. Peaf. Whyfofinart, Friend? * 

• . 2. fen/. 
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2. ?eaf. Nay, I mcmt no Hann, I aflurc you : I have 
only fpoken my fimfe of Thii^s, I hope, in a civil way. 
- I . ?eaf. But have you heard nothing about the Debates of 
the Lords to-day ? 

2. Pcaf. There is a Report of fomc Difturbance ; but I 
hope 'twill come to noxhing : However, the lefs thefe things 
are the Sub;c£ls of our Difcourfe, the better : For we can*t 
reftifie what is amifs, but by fpreading Difcontent and Un- 
ea!ihe!s amongft our Neighbours we may increafe Diforder.*. 

I . Feaf, You need be undfer no Apprehenfions in this 
cafe : For (his l>ifib«iice 19 likdy (a cutn to ^efy good au> 
count. 

«. Fettf. Howfo? 
: t. Feaf, Why 'tk Ifcly to paye the i«f. ibr wliatlnaaiijr 
ixf us hanre l(»g dfciir*d, the DDwnfaU oF BdUjbuzzMr, 
. But here comes one that wiS be «ble 'td give ub a mat^ 
pamcdar Accowit of tfab Matter. ^ 




I . p0af, Tjf 6 W feres it. Friend ? How go S<juarcs at 
** Court? 

3. Feaf. Ifuppofeyouhavtheaitfthe ift Fi'efldientlorcs 
gfouncL 

I. Peaf. Yes, I was told that he me^nHdia- great deal of 

Oppoiition. 

3. Peaf, 



3. Peaf, Ay, and. you may depend i^>on it. Acre are 
fome who w'oa't reft 'till they have trlpp'd up his Heels. 

2. Peaf, I ihoukl be very forry for that, I afful^ you. 

3. Psaf. Why fo, pray? 

2. Peaf. Becaufe *tis my opinion, th.it if he fhould be dif- 
pkc'd, our Afllairs would notSll into fo good hands. 

1. Peaf. What can you admire in his Management ? 

2. Penf. I can't tell what you can diilike: We have no Wars, 
m SeditroiiT, no unnecfcffary Taxes to fupport the Grandeur 
of the Court ; Jiothing, in ihort, to hinder our makiiJg a 
comfortable Provifion for our Families, while we our felves 
enjoy Peace and Tranquillity, S6 that if we are not con- 
tented now, I dare fay we never ihall be. 

3 . Tea/, But this Daniel is a Jew j and 'tis a Difgrace to 
have fuch an one for the firlt Minifter in the Kingdom. 

2. F^af. It Cafts no Reflexion on lis. Neighbour ; for as 
^e di(J^npJ /et hipi, U]^ fo neidi^r is it in t>ur fcfyfcx to puff * 
him dpwa 5 and i^cr^fore'we have no rcafon to be uneafy on 
that fcore. - ' ' 

J. P^af. But fitouM we not ftarid up fof our Gods whom ' 
Daniel contemns, and refiifes to worihip ? 

2. Peaf, Tb truc^ li6»roWi^^aiDlLe kitlthe God of hTs 
own Country ; a Liberty which furcly we fhould think reafon. 
able, if v^'<; v^^ o»iftraln'd tofejoumaniongft thofeof a diffe- - 
rem R^igipH : Qut he does not attempt to hinder us from wor- 
(hipping our Qodsj andtbey'feem to h^ive been very well 
latisfied-: "201^ evety thing bis profper'd he has taken in hand. • 

1. Peaj[, AYtet thmk you of the 2d fjisJiAent, who, when 
he is ^ipkcM, iisrilliie-moft likely to fucceedhim ? * 

2. Pri^ Lthink^t he might b^ a coniiderable !ito, if he * 

kept 
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kept hsa Ambttioa widnn Bounds : Bat a Man of his Tenx" 
per will never. ceii£ik our H^)paier9» an^ fiitdiKr dun 'tis 
confi(tent wi& the Q||tificat]on of his own Vanity;. 
3. Peaf, Welly I Hbpe youll fooa &e your \fiftake. 

2. Peaf. If he muft' be advanc'd I wifh I may i but I 
would rather deike all thin^ may continue as they are : For 
the Removal of Beitejbazsuw virould certainly throw ua into 
Con&£on ; ^nd I am'oi SoJosfo^s mind,j that Prince of thefe 
Jews.who.wasrenovnx'dfbr Wifdomin all the Eaftem Coun- 
tries, That a Dinner of green Herbs with Q^etiieis> is bet- 
ter than a flailed Ox with Contention. 

I. Pea/, to tbe^^d. Come,- let u^ leave thw oUHnate Man, 
and take a turn towards the Court ; perhapa we ihall hear 
ibme more Particulars. 

3. Peaf, With all my heart. 

. 2. Peaf, And IH purfue the Bufinefs of my Calfing; 




^OW, if'theTrtt^watcbmni^ thefe ^le Fdlows, 
'^^ wha make aa AppearaiicelQ much hsf^istx than ^riine, 
would not be found worth ib many Pence as il«an^'P|||aids. 
And h4>w fhould it be otherwise ? For their BmSbis m fo fnll 
of^ Chimerasi that they havencrleifitre tommd thetr Em- 
ployments. FQr.ip.yownpMt9 I hope I^all always be care- 
fUtaihuitdierExw^of ludbiMtt^ anicontiiaiec^inovc 

in 
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in my own Sphere. Yet I would take notice of what oc- 
curs, as I, have Opportunity. Fqr that is an Ar,gument of 
Prudence, and not of vain Curiofity ; and in the end it may 
turn to a good account. And it gi\'es me fomcUneafineis 
to hear thefe Rumours concerning Beltejhazznr : For Jie is 
certainly a very wife Man, and 4 Man of great Integrity!" 
Bat I muft leave ,thefc things to the Powers . that rule th^ 
World ; and' remember that 'tis fooHIh to repipc at what 1 
can't prevent. , - 







Seem %d Vrefidenfs Houfe. 



Pref. 2. Pref. 3. PW/7^^Belefis. . Pftnct zd. . ' 

Pre/. 2. T Hope, my Lords, the Step we lately took 
■■• Will further our Deiigns. 1 ' • •: 
Pr. Bel. Indeed, my Lord, ' 
You plaid your part with fo mudi.Bnvery^ ' f ' 
You ftruflcjaie with the lughcftAdimratiotf. '' ^ 

Prfjtce 2d. It gave tis all new Lfe that wifli'd to fe« 
The DowiiM of our common Foe, who veils 
Our Luftrc, while ke blazes like a Comet,'* 
' And with Dcftruadcm threatttSs all tiie Realm. " " ' 

Pr. Bel Yottipij^tobferviedie Smiles of kpprokdoft 
Were thro' the gisat Ailembly fprnd/ and iate^ '' 

C Oa 
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On alinoft.cvay Face., None bi^ thcfew 
/WHo are Dc^p^ndants on our Rival frown'd, ^ 

^ref,^. The King feeiil'd much difpleas'd with whatwas &id' 

Vref. 2, We could cxpeft no lefs while we oppos'd 
*rhc only Man he values : But, perhaps, ... 

tlis Eyes niay foon be opened ; we may find 
Some way to reftify his grand Miflakc, . , . . 

yrho thinks ^t nothing could feduce the Prince 
From his Allegiance, or prevail with him 
To caft Contempt on his indulgent Mafler. 

. Pref, 3 . Alas ! 'cis aU in vain to hope for this. 
irConlcicnce won't rcllrain him, Cunning \viB, . 
Ne*cr to encourage ought that wears the Face 
Of foul Rebdlion. ^ .^ . . ,. . ' \ 

• Pr. Bel. Don't, my Lord, indulge 
Thefe groundlefs Fears, which will obflruft the ^f^ork 
WcVe un^^ook ; But\fincc we have engagV - 
So many worthy Friends t'affift herein, ^ .... 

Who promiic with their Fortunes, and Aeir Live^ 
Jf Ne6d require^ to own the glorious Cauie ; 
Let us: proceed, confute the likdy Way 
To g^ our hopi^d'for £iid« - " 

Pre/, 2. Now, my good Lords, 

Since we are all c;oiicem'd in the A£iir, : \' - 

Let each, with utmoft Fiisedoni, fpeak his TKoti^ts. 

Pr. B^. It wsM fuggeftediy that nobk Lord, [pcintirfg 

' fotbeidPr^, 

That nothing ever will f9ducc the Prince 

To join in ought d^t*^ &Me, ^d tra^jtorout. 

MyJiiulgmentisthe.i^fne^ S^B2d>^et>^^ >' .■ ' 

A Scheme ^t looks this w^y'hifdibatixeyal. ' . .. « 
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The ^^(rfc to Y>jx% Darittj, and rejoy ce 
To make us all his Prey. 

Princi 2. . In this, my Lordj; 
We certainly 'agree. 

Pr, Bel. 'And of the Jews, „"^ 

His CountrymeBy I doubt we know not ai^ 
Whom we may truft to make the Experiment : 
For fuch alone have free Admiffion to him, 
Whofe Lmocence; and Honour he has provM. 

Prince t. What Aink you of procuring proper fcfen" 
To lay him &ft aileep ih Death's cold Arms ? 
Thence he w9 never fife to vex us more. 

Pr. Bel. In truths my Lotd, I like the Motion weH. 

Pref,^. O ! No, &r be it from our thoughts, my LorcK 
The Guilt of Murder is a .dreadful Load, 
The Weight o( which would daily prefs us down I 
They only who ar^harden*d in their Vice, 
Commit this Crimi^ and rafter live i»' Peace I ' 

Our Honours, and Preferments all Would feem 
As nothing, while our guilty CanTciences ' 

Upbraided us with Murder. We (hould think 
We £iw the Pnpce*s Ghoft puHuing us « ^ 

With grim and hideous Loob, threat'mng Revenge^ 

Pre/, 2. I fee he's greatly mov*d, and won't comj:^ ' 

My Lord, you^ve fpoken we]], I mbft allow [ U iwvl'. 

We Aould not fhed hi» Blood without a Cauft^ 

A Caufe that will acquit us to the Worid, 

As well as Confcience. But methinb die Means 

Of thi& are nbt^remotl^^.butin our power. . 
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Pr(f, 3 . If he fljould e'er deferve untimely ,Deadv 
For Violation of our Sov*reign*s Laws, • 

Which he, on all Occafions, flioujd defend; 
Then we, with Eafe and Pleafure might obtain 
Our Wiih, and all the Blame would: be his own.: 
But he'll be ever, loyal to the King. 

Prt'/. 2. *Tis true, the prefent Laws he well obferv^v 
And whatfoe'er his SoyV^ign ftiall enjoin 
Merely politica),.. he will regard: . ..... 

But lV/2fi Thought, vyhich (if apjprpv'd byjyou ji 

In allrefpeds may^an^ye/. ,9ur Pefigp* '; .' • ' -J : ' 1 "* 
What if we fhould propofe fome^new Peci;ee/ • . . 

Whichr would involve him in the Guilt of Trcafcn^ . 

Qjr caufc him to rebel againft hisGocl? 

Pr. Bcj. My Lord, 'tis certainly, the only W;ty h\ ^ . 
Wliat ihali tl^ Statute be ? ; ' , . 

Pref, z, I would pi3Dpt)iie' / 
Some Law like 4^13 beTfigh'd by Kinl^'Di^ritfj^ 
That no one ihali prefume to fi^pHcate 
Or any God, or Mjin bcfidcs hinifelf; 
For thirty Days. Hereby x-Ofe fhaH profbfs 
Our Value for the King^ ihali footh hill Pfide^ \ 
Andlay.thcfetat'Snjrfe'for B^Z/ij^iJiCZirrj ' . 
Who'll break this jLs^v,, ^ foqn as e'er 'tis mjd^ 

.-^Prii^e 2. Thanks to my noble Lord, whole greater Genius 
JHas fotifld the hspfiy Meuis of bar Redttfs. 

pr.Bd. Tile M^ti^ th«t ^ Who^heat* irfllft arftil 4^tia. 

Pref,^, Itisdecrfeed, ifiifeis:fo'UiiMrife» 
His Jewilh ^upfef ftitibn to prefer 
To all the Tics of ^50vc:^TWl whick he's bonfld 
. . To 
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To Kii^ Darius, letliim feH to this 

A^^Sacrifice» and rid us of our Fears, 

And all the Hardfhips vMdi we now endure. 

Pre/. 2. My Lords, you biow the Time, andPbcethatV 
fix'd 

To meet the Princesj, who vnli join with us ' 

In moving ^s before Cjr^^A-^yrj. 

Pr. Bd. I wifl attend 'your LonWiip. ^ 

frimez* So will I. . . 

- Puf a. to the sd Pre/. My Lord, y^uTI mcettur at the 
time. 

Pnf. ^^ I WiH. 
Methmks diere's fome^i^ whifpers in n^ Ear; £4^ be h 
Anid tc|8 pe that I have compty'd too fir. g^iff^ 

My aki]^ Heart fordx>des fome £id Event ! 

But 'tis too.kte to alter my Kefoker; 

IVe fgiVxk my W0i4» ^^ cannot now gp back* < 




Pre/, i. BeittjSkazzar. 

Tret. 2. 'T^IS BitteAMZXMr^ or my Eyes deceive are.* 
1' [afiie 

My. Lord,, this Vifit^ whoBy \mexpcfted» ItobimL- 

Belt. My Lord, I came to have fome free D^cburfe - 

Jlbsot vrM happen'd in the Council-Hpufe, / ^. 

'. ., .'. "^ ■■■' C-j/- Tht- 



The reafon of this fuddA Ahfcradc* * ' ' 

I cannot apprehend. * - - * ' » 

Pre/, 2. Myliord, ycmknoW • ' ' • 

That in Debates wc -dfl have libcr^ . 
To ipeak our Thoughts. 

BeU, Not onljr fo, ttiy Lord, ' ' . . 

Butin Afiairs ofleiTer Coiife^ucnce, ' 

I'd rather at the firft Comply, ' than torn* ' 

T'oppofc the Man I value, love, and honour. ' - ■* •. 

Fr^/. V/ "this !Pkttety, BeUeJhaxxar^ ftioves ine\mdrc 

' ' iafide. 

Than all thy Frowns, and Menaces could ^ : - • i 

Butiiftlifthtdethe'Tinnperofi^ - - ^- ' 

Kiji' iWble Lord yoa tbndbfce«£P'tob low, ^^ '' • *'[ fV >5«*c 

To one whofeStstfehisfettie^'n^y beneath' - -it' - • 

That Eminence on which tfef-^irigftiJM fix^ j^itt. v* ^ . ♦. - 

Herein he'as Mm^ m ^^^ Wi^^i^ Wsi^t - '. i' 

For my poor Talents and Abilities 

XllfSfflpfffiM^ to ^Wrigjfvet-c't^&jrpfeif d ^yot^. . 
' Re^^^y, nay,iiy Rord»:tUis-is*iiot l%e a'Fiieljd*. ^ 
§kig£^fy_ cacr ne'er fe prii^'otoo ni^wSi ;, - > , 
Tliis, you well know, I iihvays have preTcrr'd 
To Compliments, ^- Jijig^bfifctStrains^of JPraile ; 
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Iri . A&fcns that dtlf^v^e^ilee^^ 

thy Share . , ' ' • : '\afide^ 

Of that in whicli'^tls plain .fliy^itedrtal)6urids. ^ ' ' ■ ^' *< 
I Mant not to offen^Vur'^^-oi^ip^W *' '' ^* ' i^/^.* 

"^'^ £ ' With 
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With the Profcflion of my high ftfteem : • 

But that* I may apJsroYc my fcif flnccje, ' ^* ?* 

Whate'er ydWr Laciftdp fhdl propofe rtt<!»'; ' " ' " 

BeU. I oidy beg we, for the time to come, • 
May a6l hi concert, and exert our fcR'es ' • • » - '. 

For oar King's Honour, and our Country's Gopd : 
Concord, you know; is Aat alone which makes 
Our Buf!n*6pfea6nt,'!Weetens'afl our Cite, *' ' " . 
Ciipatches thdfe' Affiurs which 'call for Spierf, ' / \ 
Preferves our Crdc£t wrdi the cdntaion P^iople, 
Adds to our "Coutifels Weight, gives Force t6 Laws, 
Procures KtfpeA on tdc moft fotid Growids. 

Pmfi Ji,.:Afart yo«r iilfi «y lord; ^ k Hlf-lficw ; 
I hope I fha'Ahe wflKutg^^my'^aif. ' •■• >v .1 ' 1 
Befides, what little Intereft I have 
Amongft the Princes 111 improve with them. 
That nought henceforth may interrupt our Peace. 

Bf/U. My Lord, farewel 'till next vvc meet again. 



. f. . ■ » • . - ^ 

^ 'TWILL next we meet again, I think he faid, 

■*• May it be fo, and I defire no more ? 
•f OJ^T^thefe private Counfcls fhall fuccecd. 
We cannot meet again on this fide Death* 
But were the Danger vaflly to encreafe, 

\ 
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I'dlxddlf&ceiFall.andftaiimTfiic ■ 
The Sclume IVe fonn'd to hnmUe dm proud Mm : 
No Curb, no Strengdi of Ann {haC bc^ ate ii^i 
But like the ungovem'd Steed, I'E rfirow my Rider^ . 
Or dfe nifti down (bmc fttal Preci|acei - , 

Whence fiJIing we may perifli both togeAef. ■ 

TUs San Hull let in DaAa^Ca, which <^tlhnKs; 
AH plac'd aromtd htm, makes our beft Defigns 
Abortive, to procure enr SoTcre^'t Lovq :: . 
I^ his vacant Place m loon remove ; 
Or lay down Life with all this Load of Wocv 
Tale up my Dwelltt^ in thofe SMdM bekiw^ 
Wbeit, my.poor tninMngLi^«atina, no-noM. 
I fliali vi^ Si{^ iny al^ FaM depltM.'. 



Scmt 
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Darius, , Mamhne^ • > •. 

Dar. \yf Y fai^ Ji^ndOhe^ Wftxi it not for*fcl«<*^ 

-^^-*' I ihoutd acwjtuit my fbif in Bjihifhm<nr^ 
Not a victorious Moitorch, while I ^wcll ' " 

So difbnt ffbm % GdtffitJy^ and the ilS^^/,- 
M/antientSiibje^s, fm'lingdic'Affiriri 
In -fftf^y(?», ffi^ iS«\tJ5r-'cts«iqtker'<l Rdflm. - *t 

My felf at home, this PJace is fo itnlike 
Our former Palace. But Tm fatisfy'd j • 
All Place* where • F rkus cstngize.'Upbn 
Myfmiling, ft»p|>y MofMirthi yield Dalight; * ^ 

Who owns m^8»*ke' Pa|tft«r of His Life. O 

Dar, ^f^opej m^Lwfc, sB thingfe wHl-fowi be £x^ . . ^ 
On fuch i ^k&!^ tlttt We' may return, • : 

And leave the Mana^mcnt of tfeofe Afiairs 
To aWc Hands. ; . I'like this BeU^fZzar ; 

He is, it feems, a MwLWhpfe. Worrii.vn«tey'4,/ ... '. 

^ Oiofc. that.fiird the Babylonifh Throne, 

Before 
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Before we came to fway the Scepter here. 
Oar Gboice»of»hkn'was happy.; M^ tbcYcfr 
With equal Prudence, and Integrity, 
i^ndud themiHves m^thdur important Pofts t * 
Bat the late warm Dilutes moleft my Mind r 
Whether they did proceed 'fn>m difimnt Viewt 
CJf What inighfc tend to our Tranquillity, 
Or were defign'd to fhew Contenqit of me, 
Becaufe the Miak» of' m^ pecuM- Xdir^ 
Are thus befiow'd, I can't at prefent judge. 

Mami. Be not difturb'd at thati my Lord : You faidw» 
Difputes in all Affairs wiR often n!k, *• 
Where no U-wiB and-M^ce can find;place. 
We differ in the Judgment which we pa6 
On Caufes, and £ffe6b, and fiynetinies hk 
The Guard wh^Ji fliould exclude unruty Paifioq (" 
In a few Minutes we grow.eod ag»n^. 
And ftiait forget what 'twis that n«ble 119 ifi«rni» 

Dar. Perhaps 'tis foy axytl m^y be too^j^ey 
And jealous of my Honour; 

Mand. If, myLordf 
Anxious, perplexing Thoughts invade your Breaft,^ 
Give them no room i but drive them hir away. 
Of Thint how long a Train of i^reat Events, 
Have mapde your Reign fuccefsfol> nds'd you|r Nam^» , 
Made you the Love, or Dread of hatf the World 1 
This new Addition to jcKir vaft Dominions 
Will fpread your Fame in future Chromdes ;, 
Hiftorians wiH i^ord your mighty Deedsu . 

J) or. 



Dar. My bvdjr Queen, thou art not fonn'd to fink 

Thy Confort into an unmanl)^ Softndk, . 

Like (biiie of thy weak Sex^ whofe Charms have dian^d 

The- Hero to the Loter. Birt thy Word's, 

Thy noble Sentiments revjtw my, C^mrage^ . 

Confirm my Refolution^ ftillto tread 

Paths that may lead me to immortal Glory. 

Mand, This Stile Jbecomes the mi^ty King fim:m; '\ 
J)ar, Now glows my Bofom.with the Love oT l^ame*; 

It fhan't be f aid Aat I. fo for advanc*d, •; 

Have left my Race jmfiniftiM : No, my Qgeen, 

Porthy fake, fOTmy.own.rUiarixe my Hcmaw, 

"Even as the Mifir does his Ba^s of Gold i . . \ 

While with unweary^d Induftry he fecks . 

T*cncreafe his Store. Thou flialt behold tjiy Lord 

Kever'd by thefe his Subje£ls, jjroud to own . • ' 

They hoki their AU from him, live.on his Smiles. 

. , .... \EnUr ^trv,'^ 

Serv, The'Prclidents and Princes .beg Admittance ,to yow 

Majefty. ^ , 

Dar, Tdl'them, I am prepar'd to. give them Audience.. 
Mapid. Earewel, My Lord, may all that fhall occur 
-Conipire to make you great, to make you Kjppy 1 




^^ ^^* 




Caiittt. 



1^ B^X'i'S^Hj».2;cA«j tr. 




Darius. Pre/.'t. Pre/.S- Prince 'Bds&s. Prince i. 

and others of the Princes . ■ 

■ . . . ' ' ■ 

Fr^-'z.iT^King Darhs, may'ft thou ever live, 

• ^ ' ^^ And bcadmir*d% aH that hear thy Name 1 
Happy are wc under thy gen^ ;Rule ; 
Happier by far than when Belfbaxzar iate 
Upon the Throne ; a Prince unfit to reign ; 
He lov'd, aks ! a- ibft^ inglorious Eafe, ' 
Fealting, and Riot his fupream Delight. • 
But thou art worthy of the Crown thou'H wonj 
Thy Glory's pe the Sun*s, when from the Eaft 
He fwiftly mounts to'wards his Meridian Height; 
♦But Kke his fhort-liv'd Splendour wo'nt decay. 
Therefore to ferve thee is our conftant Care, 
Honoured, in being made the Inftrumeiits 

To blazon to the World thy great Defcrts/ 

Dar. 1 thank you for thefe warm, doubtlefe flnccre, 

Expreffions of. your Loyalty, and Love. 

To fee my Subjects hapi^ M"fliy Aim, 

As well as to extend my Government : 

I thirft for Glory, lik^the panting£tag 

Por cooling Streams ; but**ti» i^ fuch a way. 

That none fhall have occafion,^ repine 

^t v»^ Succels, or wilh my Splendour lefi. 
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Pre/, J. Truft me, my Sovereign, I could weep for joy> 
To ftc fo great a Prince upon the Throne, 

Pr, Bel. We all congratulate your Majefty 
On the Succefs with which your Arms arc crownU, 
And Counfcls for your Subjeds Happinefs. 

Dar. But where is Beltefiazzar f 

Fref, 2. He, my Jjiege, 
Defign'd t 'have paid his Homage to his King 
With us, but was by accident prevented. 
His Duty we have brought, with large Profeffions 
Of Readinefs to make your Will his Law. 
He little thinks how fure the Scheme « laid, [Jfidt^ 

To bring him down to nothing. 

Prince 2. Moll mightj^ Prince, no Language can ejcprcf* 
Thy Dignity and Worth j thou, canft cffe6^ 
Whatever thy p^erlefs Wifdom ihall defign : 
Thy Glory fpreads apace, and will, e'crlong. 
Surround the ipacious Globe. The wondVing Earth> 
Struck with thy Brightncfs, Ihall difown her Stocks, 
Her brutal Deities, and worlhip thee. 
Thou fhalt be. call'd FatJ^er ofCiods and Men. 

Pre/, 2. Such.Honour fliould, my Liege, be paid you, now 
In thefe your Realms, by thofe whom witli your Breath 
You can at once deftroy, or raife to Blifs. 
Wherefore we humbly beg, in DanleVs Name, 
Great King, and all the Princes of the Land, 
As tho* they were affcmbled in your Palace, 
To Ihew our high Eftecm, and Loyalty ; 
You*d fign this Statute ( let it be confirm'd 
According to Ac laws by which you rul« 

D O'er 



3S& 



O'er Medes and Perjians ) tJiat no Man prcfiunct 
For Thirty Days, on pain of inlbnt Death, 
VCq fuc for any Favour at the Hands 
Of Gods^ or Men, befides your Royal Self. 

Dar. My Lords, yon are the Natives of the Place, 
And the bell Judges of our Subjects Tfemper : 
.And as we*d do vrhatever might inhance 
Our Glory, fo we won't impofe on them 
IVhat they wouU ccimt a Burden, or might bear ^ 
Jlcfemblance of Tynwiic Govcmmcnt. 

Pr. Bel. Tkeve is no ground of Fear, moft mighty Princes 
As we can be fu(pe£ted of no End, 
But tei g^e Prooft df mxr moil firm Allegiance ; 
So, were we not affur'd 'twoirfd much redound 
To yoiMr Adva&t^, we ihould ne'er prefume 
To make the Motion to your Majeffy. 

Pref, 2. We all (hall think it no unpleaiing Task, 
To keep this Law j and lo ! the Nations round. 
Who hot how chcarinlly we have obey'd,. 
Will highfy honour, and applaud the King, 
Who thus appears t'have won the Hearts of thofe. 
He lately has fubdu'd by Force of Arms. 

Dar, If this be done, my Lords, one thing is needful^ 
That the Preamble fignify to all. 
What are our Views in making this Decree ; 
• That 'tis occafi6ri*d by no Doubt we have 
Of our dear Subjefts ; but, at your RequcH, 
We fign'd it, that by their Obferv^ance of it. 
The World might fee our fix'd and happy State, 

Wlule King, and Lords, and ComnxomlQ^, aU 

*" " Are 
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Are va th« firmeil Bonda of Love unitod. 

Pre/. 2. We have prqpar'd it for your Majefty,' 
And the Preamble mftaatly I'llwtite; [ Pref, t, toriting,, 

Dar\ O f my good Lords, fct nothing now diflblve 

This happy Union ; but when I am gonc^ 
As foon I to my Country muft return, 
Let each one in his proper Station feek 
The Nation's Welfare : Let no Jealoufies, 
No Jars and IXfcords e'er difturb your Counfds, 
Eclipfe your Luflre, leffen, or interrupt 
My Subje6ls ttappinefs. 

Pre/. 3. Your Majefty, 
I hope, moft faftly may rely upon tis. ^ 

Pre/. 2. IreaJing ] Be it known unto all the Subje6ls of 
this 'Realm, that Wc DaritfSy King of the MeJes and Per^ 
ffans, and now aMb acknowledge King of Ba6y/cn, do, at 
the Reqaett of Ae Prefidehts and Princes of this Nation^ 
make the following Decree ; not becaufc we queftion the Fi- 
delity of our good Sjubefts, but that the World may fee 
there is the moft firm, and happy Unioft between King an4 
People. 

That no Man fhall, for the Space of thirty Days, offer a Pc-- 
tition to any God, or Man befides our fclf. 

Be it thus enacted, according to the Laws of the Med(s 
and Perjiaffj^ that alter not. % 

And if any one (hall dare to contemn this Decree, he (haH . 
immediately be caft into the Lions Den. 

Dar. Ifevc yoa o^gjit dfc to fay before you go ? 

D 1. Pref. ir 
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Pref, 2. We have no more, my Liege; but this Decree 
Being ratified, we fhall take proper care 
To have it pablifh'd. Arid niay ev'ry Dajr 
Afford new Proofe of RevVence, and of Duty 
In all o'er whom the great Darius rdgns \ 






m^. 




Darius alone. 

^TpHefe Men have fpoke me feir, and while I heard [afur 
, " . mufing. 

1 thought they fpoke with Judgment, and with Loiw,— • 
But now I'm left mote cooly to jcfjcft-— ^-• 

I know not what to think..i~ ^^"Twa* fome Aii§ flxaage*' 

I'hat Daniei came not wlth^hem : For tho' he 

Might count it needlefe to attend them now. 

Merely for Ceremony, fince he has 

Confbnt Admittance at my leifure Hours j 

Yet when they came on fuch a ipecial Eriiand, • * 

Surely, if he had been apprized thereof, 

I fhould have feen him her^.— — — Methinks, I wiili 

This new Decree unfign*d : Perhaps Was fram'd 

To carry on th* unhappy Oppofition, 

Begun amongtt them in the Council-Houfe. 

The Monarch on his glittering Throne, in vain, 
Woukl hope for Pl^fure un^jfd with Pain : 

For 
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For anxious Cam fpofl aH Kia fwBct Defight, 
F^ars change his Snn-Ihiae fbr the Gloom of Night I 
And while he*» ainafig higher ftill to rife, "^^ 

He knows nojt but hb n»y with Dread furprifte, > 
Fall like a Meteor from the ftarry Skies. ^' 




{SGi5SJffl00S>-5O< 

Scene Beltefliazzar^ Houjf, 

Beltejhazzar: Arijhm* 
Btlt, r\ \ My fidr Partner, I rtfturn to thee, 

^^ From the hhportant Bufineis of my Sfetioit,- 
With the fame ardflit Wiflici which I felt, 
When the bleU Morniiig dawn'd, that made thee mine.. . 

Jrtfi. Indeed, my hati, I have an eqoA Fktnft^ . 
That always glows within my nrvifh'd BattHk s 
Nor can it e'er decay ; as foott ^0 Sun . 
Might lofe his genial Ftee.: 
Seif, I've oft rejoyc*d ■ 
To iec the Spring advance, Natttrt reviw, 
Bur/d in Winter'^ folitary Gnvt, 
The vegeubk WorU all drafs'd anew 
In Shades of Green, rtiaSt knf^ to thd Sight: 
The winged Choirifters melodioQs fung^ 
Ddighting, and,dc3i^ted tvtth the Profpe^. 
But thou'rt an evedalHi^ Spring to me s 
For thou haft Chatmus dd Time Can ne^ diminiih s 
NoF<ould the beauteous Face of Nature pleafe,: 

D 3 H 
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If thou wert abfent from my longmg Eyes. 

Arift, How ftand Affairs^ my Lord? Alas, I fear 
Left you, fincere, and free from all Defign,* 
Should fall a* Prey to thofe who can deceive. 
Cover with Shews of Lpvc their deadly Hate. 

Belt. I hope, my Fair, the Storm is blown away. 
Which fecm'd to threaten us. The Prefidents, 
And Princes carry't towards me fair and friendly v 
Our Difference might be oniy accidental ; 
And what Seratah told me of their Hate, 
Profefs'd more opedy than heretdfoi^^ ' - '\ 
Might have for its Foundation nothing new. 
However, they fhall find,- Til always a£l 
On Principles of Honour, «n4 of Loyej 
Prudence,' indeed, requires me to miftrUft. . 
Much moxe than fuits my open, honeft Nature 
To guard my {fX and thee ^from thtfir AttOBpts. 
But as for Kindnefs, and Benevoleaee, ' 
I'U exercife it towards my destdlieft' Foes : 
Could I now ferve the .Men that wifh my Ruin,. 
I'd do it with Delight ; There's fomcdung great 
In rendering Good for Evil \ There's true Joy 
In the Review ; whares^s. Revenge indui^d^ 
Difturbs the Mind, and breaks our Peace and Reft. 

Arift, 'Tis great, indeed,- 'tis God-lihe to forgive : 
Thus you have tought me. My Religion now 
Encourages my Hope, that fincc I fwerve. 
In many things, from my great Ruler's Laws, 
Hell pardon my Tranfgpeffions : So fliould I . • 
Forgive my Neighbour's Trefpafi, in retaim 



For 
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For (ach flupendious Gi^ce, fuch boundlefs Love. 

Belt, Excellent Scholar ! Thou h^ learned indeed : 
For what thou*ft leam'd thou do'ft reduce to PradHce; 
And Pradlice 'tis alone that makes us wife^ 
That makes us ufeful, makes us happy toe : 
What tho* we talk'd like Angels clad with Light j. 
Jf thefe our Hearts were fway*d by fordid Lufl^s, 
Reafon ftill banilh'd from her native Thrones ? 
But we, my Ariftone^ fliall keep^paoe 
In travelling to yonder bjifsful World ;, 
The Rules of our Religion fliall appear • ~ 

Tranfcribed in our Lives. 

Arift, And when, remov'd 
By Death, we fliall afcend on Angels Wings,, 
/ So I have heard you.iay ) for ever dwell 
In Paradife, where grows the Tree of Life, 
Where Rivers of immortal Pleafures flow. 

I EffUr Servant^ 

Serzt. My Lord, Seraiak craves Admittance to you. 
On Buiihejs of Lnportance. 




Beltejbazzar. Straiah-, 



Ser, /^ ! my^Lord, 

^-^ Could I avoid itj fure I- would not \m 
To you the McflTcnger of heavy Tidings : 



But 
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But I'm compeffd to tell you what IVe heard ;. 
Such News as flakes my Frame f Pm quite bom down 
With Grief for yoa, my felf, my valu'd Friends, 
The pious Jews, who fiire will rue this Day ? 
Belt, What, my Seraiab, can it be that fills 
lliy Soul with Anguiih, and extorts thy Tears I '■ 
Thoudrt not us*d t^ weep. 

S^r. Alas, my Lord, 
A ftrange Decree is fign'd ? The Frefidcnts 
And Princes have prevail'd with King Darius, , 
Moft ftriftly to forbid, ofi pain of Death,. 
Our fupplicadng any God, or Man, 
Beiides himfelf, for thirty Days to come : . 
So long he'll be the Idol c£ the Land : 
Whoc*er offends, Ihut in the Lions Den,- 
Mull be devoured by the rav'itous Beafts. 
Nor.4us the King refervVl himfelf a Power, 
Thii monftrous and unheard^f Law to changer 

BeU^ . Go, tell my Friends, they need not be alarm'd i. 
For tho' the Law fcems to be made for All ; 
None wifl difturb them, they will have no Spies 
To mark their Condufi, and be their Accufers : 
*Ti5 only alm'd at Me, by thofe my Foes 

Of whom ^oa lately fpakcv Iiho«gbt> iadefid; . 
The Sjtorm had now been pafl : But lo ( it hangs . 

Diredlly o'er my Head} and in^andy- 

In its fill! force itmuft be poured down. 

And fink me to the Duft? — Thou, gradotts Lord, [^Kneding 

Whofe tender Mercies are without a Bound> 

Since 'tis in vain to Jiope for an Efcape, 

Pic-- 
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Prepare me for the great and folemn Day, 

When with my Blood I fhall defend thy Caiife, 

Acknowledge Thee to be the God of gods : 

Permit not my religious Confidence 

To leave me now, in thefe unlook*d-f6r Perils : 

Let not th^ Courage which I've often Ihcw'd',. 

At laft be loft, give place to Cowardife : 

1 Let me not hereby, diflionour Thee, ^ 

Bifgrace my felf, dillrcfs my Friends, and" make ,' 

My Enemies the more to triumph o'er me : 

But let me ftill retain my Conftaney, 

Triumphing meet thofe fierce, rapacious Beafts, 

Who foon will end my Pains, releafe my Soul, 

To reap the glorious Fruits at thy Right-Hmd ! 

Ssr, O ! My good Lord, your Conduft is fo noble, 
So truly great, I now could weep for Joy ! 

Belt. Why, my dear Friend; I have no caufe . to. mouTfti. 
Their's is the fad, th* unhappy Cife, on whpn\ 
The Guik muft lie, a heavy Weight indeed ! 
Of ihedding innocent Blood, the Blood of one 
Who ne*er offended 'cm in Thought j but wifli'd . . 
Peace, and Profpcrity to them and theirs. 

S^r, Mjrdeair, moft valu*d Lord, I'd not fuggefl' 

Ought that fhould fhock your Virtue ; or excite 

Thofe Images which have been moft delightful, 

But now muft cjmfe an anfwerable Pain, 

To ferve no worthy Purpofe. But, my Lord, 

Tho' you're thus eafily reconciled to Death, 

With which you daily have conversed with Pleafure 5^ 

For many Rcafons, if you could prefcrve 

You«^ 
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Your Life and Honour too, you now ihould chufc it r 

What would the Princefs fufFer, to be torn 

From your Embraces thus ! The Tad Idea. 

Fix'd deep within her Breaft, there would remain. 

And make the Renmant of her Days unhappy : 

We too fhould lofe our only powerful Fiicnd ; 

By whom, alas ! fhall Jacob then arife ? 

Belt, There are, my Friend, no honeft Means of Safety; 
Therefore I mull not, dare not think of Life. 
As for my deareft Partner, true ftie clings 
About my Hcart-ftrings, irmly fixed here : 
So twines the ^reading Ivy round the Oak. 
But IVe refolVd, Seraiab, not to hear 
The Pleadmgs of my Love, when Duty Ibnds 
In Competition with it. *Tis agreed 
Between us, that we. ever wil be Proof 
A-gaitoft th* Aflaults of Vic^ and how's the Tym 
For my Probation* And my Friends, ibit jew» 
May ftill conclude the God, whoile Truth's eiig(^4i 
W6n*t want the. proper Inftrumentt to w<dc> 
To bring about the great, bng wifk'd Event, 
Which in his Counfeb he has firmly fix'd^ 

Ser, But what, my Lord, if for fb fliort a time 
You fliould in private offer yowr Addrefs, 
And keep your Window fhut ? The Jews will know 
The Caufc of this, and none will take offcniP. 

Belt. No, my Sermah, it Ihall ne*er be faid, 
I, in Appearance, from my Duty fw«rv*d, 
The Duty which I owe the living God. 
Bjefi^des, fuppofe I fhould comply fo far, 

' They 
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They might with Eafe procure a new Decree, 
That none fhoald hold a PtKC of Troft, biit thofe 
Wko will declare, they utterly abhor 
What thefe Men call the Jewifh SuperfHtion. 
Then comfortlers,' and ufelefs, I may wifh. 
In vain, that I had died at firft with Honour. 

5^r. I am pcrfuaded that could never be : 
The King, my Lord, has furely been miflcd. 
Thro' Ignorance, and Rafhnefs; nor conceiv'd 
The Damage you are likely to fuflain. 

Belt, I thought, indeed, I had been better iix*d 
In his Aiicdions; but it cannot beJ^— ^ 
A Law of fuch Importance to be fign'd* 
Without my Knowledge. No, I was deceived i 

Or if he ever lov*d me, I'm cafhier'd. 
Thro' the Infinuations of my Foes. 
And now adieu, my King, the Court» and all 
My worthy, valu*d Friends, my deareft Wife: 
I'm going a long Journey, to return 
No more, to dwell on Earth, with mortal Men. 

Ser. O I My dear Lord, TU offer up to Heav'n 
Inceffant, fervent Prayers on your Beldf. 

Belt. Perhaps we once may meet agmn in Life, {Emhra* 

dng him. 
Once more embrace, and uke oar laft Facewefi. 
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Beltejhazzar, Ariftme^ 

Belt. T Muft not hide it from her ; but alas ! \^^fide. 

-*■ How fhall I tell the News ? Poor Ariftone ! 

Arift. My Lord, I liften*d not to your Difcourfe ; 
But fancy'd, at fome diftance, that I heard 
Some vehement Words, Signs of uncommon Grief. 

Belt, Fear not, my Love, no Harm can e er befall 
Or thee, or me, fo long as we prcferve 
Our Innocence unilain*d. 

Arift, Nay, pray, my Lord, 
If the lad Subjeft -of yotir late Difcourfe 
Belongs to us, keep not the Secret froiA me, 
But let me know it all. You oft have faid. 
That I iliould iharc your Griefs as well as Joy5. 

Belt, I lately told thee how uncertain are 
The Enjoyments of the World, and Life it felf, 
T* excite thee to prepare for all. Events. 
Stjppofe the Time of Trial Ihould be near ? 

Arift, Heav'n guard your precious Life, my deareft Lord ! 
For tho* I'd try to bear the preffing Load, 
I know not how I could furvive your Fall. 

Belt, The fame almighty Power, my lovely Fair, 
Which has fullain*d us, can encrcafe our Strength, 
According to the Weight that's cafl upon us. 

Arift. 
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Arifl. O ! Keep me bow no longer in Suipeace ! 
I fain would know, what yet I dread to hear I 

Beit, But thou mull thinks my dearell Arifi<m^ 
Whether thy Will is to diy Maker's bow'd j 
Whether thou cotdd'ft refign thy worldty AU^ 
Should lie demand it 6f thee. Thefis^ tfaou kaoWl^ 
Are the Conditions of thy gaiiung BUis 
la yon^iair Reahns of everlafting Light. 

Jrifi. WeU do'ft thou m2nd me of my fabred VdVr r 
2Ve fwom t* approve of all my Mafcer does $ 
And won't go back. Almighty Grace aSft, 
That I may ftiU r^gsrd the fokmti Oadi! 

Belt, Then know, my feir one, a Decree is fignM, 
Obtained, no doubt, by our inveterate Foe5, 
That none but King Darhts be ador*d 
For thirty Days, on pain of inftant Death. 

Arift. How couki he be prevailed with tliiis to a<% t 

Belt, Pkttery, the Bane of Kings, }^sA fann'd the iPkoip 
Of wild Ambition, fierce it rag*d within him ; 
Blinded with this, he drank the pleafant Draught, 
Sufpc6led not the Poifon in the Bowl. 

Arift, This was, my Losd, beyond Example wild. 
So impious, that it fhocks my -Soul to hear it ; 
Bare Inclination to regatd his Will 
Herein, would make us worthy endlefs Pains : 
Then let us difobey and die together. 

Belt, No, Ariftoney 'tis a Snare for me, 
ffoflhe alone, and thou muft ftay behind. 

Arift. Why then, my Lord, fliould you expofe your feK? 

For is not tnir Rtligioa now the feme' ? 

^ E Belt. 
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Belt, I have been long accuftomed to pray. 
With open Window towards the facred Pkce, 
Where once our glorious Temple brightly flione. 
And where Jehovah in a Qoad abode. 
They who contriv'd this Law well knew my Mannar : 
And judging rightly, that I'd not deilfly 
As thy I was afraid to own my God ; 
They aim'd hereby to ^x the heavy Charge 
Of Treafon on my Condud towards my King. 

j4ir%ft* Alas ! I quake, my Refoludon melts ! 

Belt, O! Think, my Love, how great will be my Gain; 
Altho' I muft xefign my All below ? 
Thy Beltejhazzar now fhall be advanced 
Higher than any Prince, that rules on Earth. 
My Soul fet free, fhall inflaatly afcend. 
Angels, my friendly Guides, on me attend ; 
Open Heav'ns flate^ Portals, fhew my Seat, 
VHiere I'm to dwell in Happinefs complete, 
And my &ir P^btner foon with EcHacy fhall me«t. 
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Scene the Falace. 
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Darius. Mundane, 
ManJ. /^ OOD Morning to my beft-lov*d Lord, Dariuf^ 

^^ Who, like die glorious Parent of the Da j^, 
His^dieering Influence win difpenfe to all 
TJiat feek his Lig^t I 

Dau Vour Language now, my Queen, 
Sounds haHh to me» and grates upon my Ear. 

ManJ. My Lord, you're diTcompos'd. * 

2>izr... lam, indeed : 
My Mind fo fore diftie&'d ; TVe kft my l^ilte- 
Of empty Praife, i^'er fince I ftt my I^mi 
To this Decree, the Prefidents procured : 
My Sleep kft NigfatiWas hroken, andcUlturbMr 
And the' I've no diflin<^ Perception hft 
Of the fad Images which crowded in. 
And fiU'd my Fancy with their frightful Forms I* 
I well remember that I then beheld 
Dangers and Difficulties al^ aroond. 
And I with pains was (bugling to get throf f 
And all I in Imagination fdt; 

Is real now I wake, 

E 9 Mandl 
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Mand. Indeed, my Lord, 
Ydii give Ihe pain; O I Let me not ^>eliDld 
Thefe Tokens of z Mind difqaieted, 
A«4 quite unton'd for Lotc, &nd Peace, and J07 1 

ttur. I've been miftaken greatly, myMofidami' 
In queft of empty Babbles wander'd far, 
Negle^led Reafon's Light, 'which ihines in MaOy 
Exalts him above all the bratal Kind. 
I have been bred in fulfom Flattery ; 
And Love of Honour being my darling Paffio% 
I thought it all proceeded frovi 'BAmi^ 
B^icv'd ( y^mrnju^ what odMie toU lof » 

Thos fwcil'4 wi^h Pndk ?Q«(imt4 «9 MKei^ 
The Worfhip of my SulijeAs, and io^o^ 
The like to Gods, and Men for thirty DsQTf. 
How could I be fo bU«d» prcfci^itsuitl 
But what, ahs^ i» MiW^ whw PaiBoii cMOity 
Excludes all feriouS| i^ ddg^|»Ti^^tkt! 

ACm^. You're too fevere upon yoxot M^ ay Lrad^. 
For the Deci^ cMkBH IW ta^ ] 
It is enou^ no oppn Fq9»6 I^ t»8'4f 
For this (mall Space of Ti«ik^v^ith|i th% Lasd * 

All Men in pnv9tt migr ?ijbefs ^V^ Cio49, . 
And no one can aocufob ^ 

JXir. That Thought^ my Qgteii, 
In my Diftrefs,; al^rd* si^.^^e Ri^^s 
One part of my Conc^ is qiikf yeoioy'd 1 
Our Fav'rite will be fafe in ipite of Bnvy, 
That has, 'tis plaio^ occafionM this Decree, 
Of which, rvcbceaioform'd, h£ knew voi oilg^t 

But 



The Htfoic JEW. n 

iBuf Ibr my feif I needs muft be IB paki ; 

{Fof Ture this ugly Statute wean the Faoe- 

Of vaft Impiety I What Right have P 

To Adoration ? I'm a moml Man> 

Sabjed to fierce Dxfeaies ere I die ; 

Nor can I flueld my felf by Power, or Art,' 

When I do Wrong, from iad tonnentmg Thoughtii, 

That haunt my Mind, like Furies, make me hate 

The cheerful Dhy, and quite deftroy roy'Blifs. . T " , 

Mand. Whate'er my Locd may think is now atnirs,V 
rris not too late to alter. 

Dat. O f It is, 
Uidefs III hazard all my Fame and Empire j; 
This Statute is declar*d unchangeable. 

Mand, Ol Rather hazard thefe, thanlivfrin Woe, 
Torn asd difhafted by foch dreadliil Thoughts. 

Har. I know not what to do,, nor where to flco 
For Soccour I Solid Darknefs now is fpread- 

Around n^ and I can<icfcry no Path !— - 
Some Power, or Powers above there furely are. 
From whom at firft all Things deriv'd their Being ; 
TheJIeavens, the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, the Stars ;= 
Some Powers that clothe the Ground with Corn and Grafs,. 
The Trees with Leaves, and Fruit* that fatisfie- 
Thc Appetite of aU who arc in wantj 
Whoe'er they, be, ■ O ? ' Might I know them now. 
And knowing, profb^te at^heir Feef, adore f 

[ E,nkr B^ervant. 

Serv, Will it pleafe your Majefty to admit tha 
Prmce Seitejbazzar ?■ 

E |. Xfar\ 



Dor. Tell him I a94 a loifovo. [(o Ote Smufaf. 

X am obliged to fee hini mjr Mmdan$y lt» tbt ^if^* 

And yet I'm quite a&uuu'd : But if ki9 Leve 
Could over-look tMs umdvifed Sftp, 
l£s Gounfd might cUrea mjr doobtfiil AfiacL 

A&;!ri. O I May tlteiffvie rf jaqa Co^mnoe 
Be Peace to, ^oa, and Safei^r to dur Prince I 




Darius, ieiiejbozzar^ 

Biit. fk LL Happinefs attend, my it)yal Mdler f 

^* Z)tfrr Daniel, t us'd to fee thee here with Joy j 
But now thy Pitfente gives me fomd Difq'uiet : 
Fof tho* thy outward Looks appear fo feir. 
Calm as the Sea when free from boifterous Winds, 
Vet fui'e (hou doft upbi^ me in thy Thoughts ^ 
For I upbraid ifly fdif with great Unkindpeft. 

3eU, Should I, my Sovereign, fay that Ite unmov'd 
At what has lately happened, an Event 
To me of fuch Importaiici> that'twifl &c 
My State for Ages whicjl ihall never end $ 

I fho«ld do what I never could, Kiliffemble^ 

But itill my ardent Wi&es fhatt attend 
Your Perfon, and your Reign, 'till thefe few Sands 
Of Time, which yet remain, are all ron out. 
If I ne'er entertained within my Breaft 

Malice, 



Malice,, and Indmatjoa to Rfvenge, 

When injured by my Eqvials with Ddiga * 

Surely, my King 1^ my fincere Rqgjuds^ 
I Altho'he on a fadden, dirov^ Swrpa^A 
I Has caft me &Qm that Heij^t of Power, to wlucft 

His undeferved Ggodnefs ^tely rais'4 me. 

Dar. Thoa woacTrous Mu! Or moretiutnMm thou arf 

, Some heavenly Power, wrapped m a Veil of Flefli ? 
Aha ! What mean thy Words ? Thy Life's leourc. {tgbimi^ 

Belt. My fpeedy Death U certain. 

Dar. Thou'rt miftaken; 
Keep but thy Worfliip private thjcfe few Days^ 
Then as to diee, aB wiil be well again. ' 

Belt. O ! No, my Soycf^gSI, it caiUKK h?/ 
This was fuggefted by my worthy Friend, 
Who br^ijiglit Ae Nevw, that ihe. Ekx^^e was figtfd « 
But Confcience would not fuSer this Compliance. 

Dar. Should'H thon coofeAt, what Damage would enfiie! 

Belt. The Damage would, my Prince, be infinite ; 
So great, thoi^ xrould*^ not make me an Amends, 
Could^fl thou bellow the Kingdoms on the Qlobe. 
This Sign's the outward Badge of my Religion : 
And to omit it, is to tdl ihs World, 
1 dare not own my God» when human Laws 
Enjoin me to fbr^e his rigittepus Ways ; 
That I dread more the Wrath of mortal Man, " 
Tha;ri his Difpleafure } this is to afTert * 

What is moft impious bijt to thiuk, that Man 
In Worth and Djgnity excels his Maker. 

Dar. What can I iay ? IVe notfeing to reply. 
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Belt, Think not, my Liege, I am lefs loyal grown :" 

For from the fir&, I ne'er could yield'to tKat, 

Which the great Law of Nature does forbid': 

When I was chofen for the RoyaTPalace, 

In blooming Youth, I would not fhane the Lot, 

The common Lot of thofe, who bore my OiCce. 

Smce that, ainidil all Changes, IVe preferv'd^ 

M'^Integi^ i nor would I foil the Gemm 

To gain whole Empires, or prevent my Fall, . '* 

From this** high Pucmacle, whereon I ibnd! ^ 

I therefore own, the Law this Mom I broke : 

No doubt, my PHnce will quickly have my Accuiation. 

Dar. O ! Name it not ! The Thought confounds me 
quite ! 

Alas ! I wandfer in a dreadful Maze,— 
That to my Sight appears to have no End! 

Be/t. He not concerned at all, my Prince, for me r 
For I am going to far happier Realms, 
To higher Honours, more exalted Joys ; 
I triumph in the Thought, and fbnd onmov'd,' 
Ev'n now the Snares of Death are wound about mc. j 

Dar, O !^ That I*d fooner fought thy g^od Advice f * i 

But is there now no Path that leads to Refl? I 

Be/t, There is, my Prince; but 'tis a thorny one, ' 

Tho* at the End'thoul't reap immortal Joy. I 

Dar. O \ Say how I may find it, and Til run : J 

I'll fufFer in thy dead ; will that fuffice ? J 

Beh. 'Twill not, my Sovereign ; but if thoul't attend, . 
I'll mark the certain Way to Happincfi. 

Dar. Speak, fpeak, my Beltejbazzar % forthyKmg 
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Is aS Anttcntion ? ■■ 

Belt. Think then, Darius^ that the Time will com«» 
Will quicldy come^ when aJl xky Pomp muft cad ; 
Thy fplendid Palace changed for a Grave, 
A little, Httle Spot wiQ hold thy Corps, 
BreathleTs, and pale, and turning to Corruption. 
Then ihall the thinking Subflance that's within^ 
That animates this Clay, afcend on high. 
To dwell in perfcdl Blifs, or elfe defccnd 
To Realms of Darknefs, Horrour, and Difpair. 

Dmt. But how \p gain that Blifi, to Attn theft Ww ^ 

Bilti ThcWay tQ^]j»Qn]|ytt^bcvi|taoni.^ 

Dar: But what xi Virtttf ? 

Bilt, Virtue does confift 
In ading as cahn Reafon ihaS diredl i « Z 

Treating t^^ wwm B«ings that exift ' 

According to thelf NaimCA 9ft ^^Mt 
The Objeas which employ our Thoughts, our WiO^ 
And aH the Mbas of {he komaa Stook 

"bar. Then Vime be hw»forw»id »y Perfuic. 

Btft^ Know firthor, O my $!aM«»r€i9?w ncmdrf^r^ 
The Ntoc'Of Virtuous, but they wh)^ own 
One great Supreme, firft Caufe, and End of all 
In Heaven, or Eaijth, revere, and love lus Name 2 
Who tKat with Kindne(i, and Humanity, 
Their Fellow-Creatures, fludy to promote 
Whate'er Delight their Nature wifl admit. 

Bar. In fuch a Coorie, tay Friend, fhall I be happy f 

Belt. Thott /halt, my Prince, obtain et«mal ]oys^ 
But amoBg^ wicked Men may*ft be ^xpos'd 

T^ 
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To varidas Dangers^ as thou feeft I am. 

Day, Thour*t not in Danger ; for tfiou Ihaft not dic^ 

Belt. How can my Life be fafe ? The Law Is fign'ct 
Its Precept I have broke, its Penalty 
Thou muft inflift, or hazard thy Do:^inion. 

Dar. If thou'rt accused the Rulers of the Land, 
Shall all attend me in die Cottncil-Houfe. 
Ill try if kind Entreaties wiH prevail. 
That Mercy may take place of rigid Juflice t 
If they infifl on this, 1*11 hazard aH, 
Rather than give thee up. 

S^U, May Heav*n inipiir yoa to perfiic AaEs Wijify^ 
Which will promote your true Feficity! 
For me it is no matter ; I'm pyepar'd 
For all tlDit can befall me. 

Dor. Happy Man [^i Beltefllaz.^^/^//^• 

He is! O That my Soitwar f«rm'd likehis I 
« ^ • 




C£)Q(96}'TX:e0(9S»9S)^ 



Darius. Fref, z. Pre/, y^ 

Pre/, 2. A LL Health and Happinels to great Darius f 
•^ Dar, What is your Errand ? 

Pref. 2- Yefterday, O King, 
Thou know'ft the Law was ugn*d which we propos'd,- 

Dar. O curfed Law ! [ ajide. 

Pre/. 2. "T' advance thy Fame, and make thee more re^ 
nown*d» 

Dar. 
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Dar, Moftmfamous! Difgrace to human Nature ! [afide. 
Prtf. 2. This Law's already broke by Beltefiazzar j^ 
Tho* he pretends fuch wond'rous Loyalty : 
This Mommg he, as heretofore, invok'd 
His God, defpiiing thee, and thy Decree. 

Pre/, 3. We both are Witneffes of the Contempt 
Caft on our mighty Sovereign by this Man. 

Dar. f own, my Lords, I rafhly fign'd this Law, 
Which you procured by Craft, and vile Deceit ; 
Your Aim herein was to deftroy a Man, 
Whofc Worth's beyond the greateft Monarch's Wealth : - 
And with what £ice can you be his Accufers ? 
Pre/. 2, lir judging King Darius was miiled. 
In what might prove Dellrudlivc to his Reign, 
Affcftion prompted us in fuch a Way, 
The only Way we had, to undeceive him s 
Our good Intentions fure he will accept. 

Dar, Was not the Statute fram'd to entangle Daniels 
Pref. 1, Not to enfh^e him, but tp gain a Proof 
That Danieicxu rebel, whene'er the I.aw 
Shall thwart his Humour ? Now, my Liege, 'tis plain* 

Dar. Tis plain to me he never will rebel. 
While my Commands are lawful. This Decree 
No Man fhould keep : Alas 1 It is profiuie ! 
Then go in Peace, and $ake no notice of it. 

Pref, 1. The Princes, and the People v^l require 
The Pttoiflunent oH Daniel. If thy CroAvn - 
Be worth the keeping, O my Prince, comply ! 

Dar. Let all the Princes forthwith be conven'd. 
And 111 attend them in the Council-Houfc. 

Pref. \ 
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Pre/. %, WeTl furamon them, my Liege. 
Pre/. 3. Believe^ Darius, 
Pur Hearts, our Fortunes, and our Lives are thiive. 















♦ 
Darius alone, 

IOint but eekbnite that matcUefs Sk3!, , 
Which over-rules the A&ions of the Bad, 
Makes them fuUervient to the nobleft Ends. 
*rwas vHc ia thefe falfe Prefidcnts to lay 
The Snare for Beltejbazzar, vDe in me 
By thefe moft impious Means to fcek for Praifet 
But I would hope the great all-feeing Power, 
Who fways his Scepter over all bdow. 
Out dk tt» deadty Poifon will extraft 
A Medicine, that (haO Ileal my wounded Soul. 
My ftd tiMmendng Ytm are dii^*d away ; 
The wond*rous Load that prtfs'd tne down'^s remoir*d s 
Serenity's Yttttm'd into my BuMft 1 
Some new De&ght I ftd. What is di« Coift f 
>Tis this, the fetdcd PB!|N>fe of my Mind ^ 
To liil^aa to my Confcience, as the Voice 
Of God moft h^ and with deLlHerate Thought^ 
To ftudy whkt Behaviour He expe£b. 
Great Monardi of the Worid, ^ke€t my Ways} 
Th' Advantage flttll be iniae^ and thbe tiie F^niift I 
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Pre/, 2. ffife, and Daughters. 

Wife, T^Epend upottt, ny. Lofd^ we're a& tmdeme. 

A-^ Pr^/ 2. Thy Fears ^arc ^ooadk^^ tha* Ac 
-King's difpkas'd. 

He muft comply ; The Princes »eref<4v\i 

They won't relcafe him &om his Obligadpn.' 
Wif&^ Perhaps I am too fearfdi; but my Ditasi^ 

Lad Night, moft &on^ has uopsel^'d my M»4 1 

Sure, Time the Images can ne'er de&ce. 
pre/, 2. What was thy Dream i 
Wife, O ! It was horrible ! . " 

The bare Remembrance gives me fucha Shoct, 

My Blood runs cold! 'Methought, I fiiw ray Loci, 

My felf, our Children, in a lonely Dleiart ; 

When lo ! Some fivage Beafts of Prey appeared : 
We had no Weapons to defend our ^^\\t^t 
None nigh to help ! We flirieL'd, and cry*d in vain ^ 
On they advanc'd with Speed, and furious Rag?, 
And feiz*d us all at once ! — Then I awak*d. 

« 

Pref: 2^. This was th' EiTeft of meer Anxiety, 
Which you have entertam*d> lince we recciv'd. 
Th* Account, that King JXznW is difturb*d : 
Perhaps 'tis-ody Rumour ; if 'tis true, 

F I think 
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think it cannot frufhate oar Defign. 

W^e, 1 aVt fo ivtak V ima^^'he ^wU dckmi 
■ Us to the Lion's Den, becaufc our Foe ^ 
-Has jdBy merited the . Punifhment : 
'But much I fear that we fhall rue th'*Event, 
Some way orpther.^ . » „ "^ . " 

Pre/. 2, What'fliOuk'ft tear^niy Love > 

Wife. Suppofe.the Kiug, dij5plea;s*d with wjut you Vc done. 
Should find out feme Pretencb for Kis Diigufl, • 
8omedi{rerp0af^Wx>]4fl^ilrt:dcirb V'T 

In yo^r paft *CoodbiA^ eranfref^Ient ' 
An Adlion capabib of different Lights^ 
And in revenge -fiiould canfe you to refign, 
Confilcate your'Edate : -O ? Then, my Lord, 
Difgrace^oid Poverty will be to us 
Thefier«e*Deftroycrs; we ^11 fill theii- Prey ! 

Prcf, 2. WeVe too much fntereftin the People now^ 
The King will be afraid to make a Change ; 
Not knovmg what Sjcdjtions hence may rife. 
To fliake that Throne, on which he plac*d himfelf 
ByConqueft, and illegal Ufurpation. 

Daugb, 1 . Dear Sh-, conlider that our All depends 
On your Succcfs. 

Wife, Let othfcrs'run theRifque, 
<Jo cm t* oppofe the* King m this Affair, 
And pride themfelves in courting thus their Ruin. 

Daugh.x, O I We entreat you'dmake the King your Friend 

Pref 2. *Tis now too late. 

Daugb. i: 'TIS not, if you'll prevail 
With thofe whom you can infiuience, to confent 

* That 



: That Dattiel ihould rfca^e. 

Daugb. 2. You will apjeafe ^ 

[ The King; the Pripcc will over-look oar F^^. 

Pref. 2. Urge me no».mare» yoor Reafonu^sallare vam; 

Should I compl^y Bone.of uscotddbefafe; 

One fo provok'd would fureljr be reveng'd 

On thofe that laid the. Plot; lo takeaway 

His Honours, and his Life. And fbr my palt^ 
, rd rather die at ^ce, than livet.in fear 

Of v^hat my hated Rivftl may devU^. ' 

You knew at fiiH^ fome Dfi^ger wodd attend 

This our purfuit ; and j^t ypftiaUi^ptov'd it. 

Wherefore be patient now, and wait di' Event; 

As foon as 'tisdeteraxin'dy Fll return, - . ' 

And hope my Tidings will OQ^afioik Joy. 




Scene Street. 

Sbailum. * Shemeiab, 
$ba//. ^Hemaiahy what a difmal Change is made 
^ In our AfBdrs fince laft we met I 

Sbem, Tisfad; 
O^lr plealing. Hopes of Freedom are deftroy'd. 
Built on th* Advancement of the noble Prince, 
Who falls this Day a Sacrifice to Vh-tue ! 

Sbaii. Thus our Experience will to us confirm 
That aB tcrreftrial Good is meer Deceit : • . 

We look for Blifs, and^&rtow is our Lot. 

Ft- • ^* • So 
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So wait die Husbandmen for joyful Hantft : 
The Seed is fown, fjprings up/ and grows apace i 
The fruitful Shbw^rs pftcatnift a |4enteoT» Crop^ ; 

lV'R«gBitf of dieSkki bdlows Im^lays r 
AH Nature teaks and gbds di' iiMfeifbfidosSwab ; 
The Sickles are pre|>ar'd, tiie Labourers ftand 
Rea^ to reap the beading, r^pen'd Conr. 
But fuddenly de&n>ymg Hatt' defcends^ 
Ev^n fuch as feD, when Jmunf^ pocenrSiMi 
Stretch'd out his Rod \n Sgypf: AH dlieif tifopes 
Vaniih at once ; they Ae to ftve thftir Lhres. 
Shm, Have yoa ytftfomtkm Priace? 

As foon as he had heard tk" ttatbolc'dvtbr Vkm, 
He fent me word he*d ftrne ifliaSid^. 

-Shem, How did he bear it ? Was he not o'erwhela»Sd 
*Jtfi Grieg mi dniwnU iti Floods oJ^Tem I 
' Shall Far from It. Fix'd, munovable he ftood. 
Like feme tall Cedar, which }»$ taken roi^t. 
So firmlyi in the Earth, no tiurricauc 
Can tear it up, and 1^ it on Ae Ground. 

Sifm, Heroic Man? Too great lo dwell below ! 
And therefore after this moft f^nal Pxoof 
Of his attaining to celeftlal Virtue, 
He mull depart, to dwell with thofe bright Soais« 
Who fhine, like him, around JebmiFs Throne. 

SbalL Come, kt us haften to his Hoafe, Shemaiab, 
Where he would take his kave of all his Fiiends. 

Sbm. May his DqmtmeBt nife my 4poo^}iig Com^gey 
That on this iad'Oocafion, I may aft . 

Wi^rthy the Fnend of this illuflrious Man f 

c ' - Scene 



' Scene the Street. 

' :. . ^eafantyfi. P.eafitnt zd. . j 

PHt/I I. A^^» -^ ^ Acquaintance, that cares to hear &o 

^*.-.News;*- . - • . . • '• ^ 

Pea/, 2. No, Sir, I never' {aid- t)^t I car'd-to hear no 
News ; tho' I am very ready to ov^rn, that I don't fet. up 
fo^-aTdUAruln.: ' ' : ^ ' . / ' - 

• Feaf. I . WeUy yo»iee I had very good Intellige&ce about' 

P^tf/! 2. I am forry it proves. fb. 

Piof, 1. What are you fbrry that he, who has been ft* 
fome time fufpedled, hasprov'd himfelf a Rebel? j^ 

' Pfa/, z. That he has been fupedled, I know not; Some^ 
indeed, have born him Ill-will, becaufe they have coveted^ 
hisf place. . And Ill-will, you knom^, never fpeaks well : But 
it cften thinks better , than it ipcaks ; fo that theenvioii^ 
Man frequently gives his Confcioice the lye, while he is QfLXTj 
dering his Neighbour. 

Zea/' I . . But I hope yqu will allow, that fince he h^s bro- 
ken, the Law, he deferves to die. * 

Pea/. £. I am pretty careful what I fay ; but I believe. 
Sir, you fcom to be an Informer } and therefore] freely 
oAvn to you,, that I' think the Lgyv viras a mahcioos one i Aai 
befide^ that it favours of no great Yeneralion for the Gods^ ; 
.. -P^^ I • However,, you vyiU allow, that it may iave tbis 

.. ^ 3 goo4 



good Effeft, to prevent the Growth of the Jcwifh Super- 
^HoA, and Untar tMe G^^fe^ fi«fii atteaiptih& lo itaow 
o# the Yoke. ^ < 

P^i^ 2. You know I have declar'd for Liberty of Con- 
cience in Religion^ ^h$^ex^As(^ ^^K^^ he : A»i thei*^ I 
wiih well to my native Country; I can% but exercifc fjbme: 
CompolEon towazdthole w&o art C^ep&m in a ftnrnge Land^ 

Pmf, I. T^Pcoffe af€ waiting tiboufc 6ttC(Xki^l^Wsd^ 
impatient to know the Confequence of (hi^i^flidrr ^ 
. |»^/. 3s. Ivrj&iinik^cirfwell. ' : . ' ; 

m^ 4^ ^ M^ «7 ^ J*' <^ «9* «^ ^^ * ^^ 1^ <^^ w* ^^ li^' ^IR' ^^ ^^^^ |#^' ~ 

P^^/ S.fjf OW do yow, FricoB ? 

-" Pif/z/ t . Do you know wicftcr the Kutg, ttsi 
^ioow hare dfetermin'd titis* Matter ? 

Pw/ J. Yes, die'Debate wasLprefenfly. tJVei- 5 For the; 
lhdid«rit& and Fdlnces "dedar'd agaM the Eifig$. aofsi BnfifEed 

Pftf/ 2. How did the King brook it ?- 
■ F^af. i- He fem'd not much dHbtrb^i But t<Al'4etn, 
that in an Hour he'd fend DunkS to die Jhxty^ or chftnge ifte 
DecKc. ' ' . 

PuJm', lTieAnfwer'w« very od#. - 
- fekf. 2, Truly thbia a vwfy hso-d Qtfei *or ^iH be 
hai^ upon BehepaSh^ary if he ^s ler worshipping Mi God ;- 
OA *tWiS be Hard upon us, ]£ we are all ki Aftes upon ehe 
KkjSf^ rcfuUng to punifh him. Peaf. 3. 
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Piof. 3. Tis ^laizdSaf btfiev'd that he will prefervc hb . 
Honour, andhis InteKft in his Subjects. 

feaf. 2. No doubt he will. 

Feaf. 3 . "V^ yOtt take a Turn towards the Lions Den / 
There is a great Number of People expelling to fee the Piince^- 
kd thither. 

?eitf. 1. With all piy heart. 

Fiafi 2. I fnuR be excus*d. . ^ * 

Ttaf, I . Why Friend, thiais fnch ^ Sight as Wf may ne* . 
ver fee again. 

P^. 2. I wiih you may not. The Thing is fo fliocJdng:.; 
to me». that I don't know how to bear the Thoughts of it ;. 
mnch left conld I fee an innocent Man, £JIenJn to fo deep 4 , 
Diibefs, from that Height of HonOor a|id Powers . 

Peaf.i.^, Parewelthen. [j^to ihe^ zd Pg^f^ . 

JP^i?/ -2. Earcwel, Neighbour. 




iff ^«f Belteffiiizar^ .ff^y?: 

SefteftfMzzar,<jhiJhm. ^kUkm. Shemaidb. S^atnb: 

Belt. ^\^y deareft Friends, what could fupport us now, 
^^ But the &lr Profpea of thofe blifsful Realms, 
Where -are no Pangs <5f 1?t*'oc, iio Sghs, andTeirs^ 
No gloomy Night,i— but'evcflalling "D^y ? 
That joyous t>xyi rtiethlnfa', tegins to daWn 

Withb my Soui*~-;The Momcnts^ flee apace j 

Ifoon 
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I foon £ban know my JLot. — The Md&gc cones. 

[LeiUr brougfst^ open*dy and read. 
The Kmg fends word, that nothing will dcftroy - 
Th* Impreffions my Difcourfe left on his Mind, . - 
That in an Hour he'as promised to declare 
Hb final Refolution to die Princes \ ' ' ^' 

And that he'll in the end approve himfclf . , . * 
My fidthful Friend : But then, withall, he ^j^y 
"Wiich is, I own, to me a pontradiftion. 
He would Hot' have me be at all furpriz'd, "" • * 

If Meflqigcrs ihould lead w to the Den '. \ . 

To tarry there a Night ; for in die Mom ' 

I Ihalt return in Health. , I would not judgp't . ' 
Too hard ' b ut furelv, 'thus the Cafe mull iKwid.' 

The ?[ing hfis fbvpd rhat sH Attempts are' vain. "' 
To^fave my Lire,- unlefs he'll rifque liis Crown ;. - * ' ' 
His Thirft for Glory will riot fuffcf ihis^r ' '" ^ - • . • * 
Yet he's afliam'd to own, that he has loft 
His RefdluUon, and he judgertruly, 
i can't upbraid him with his Bi5each|OrPfamiie 5 . ./ 
So teHs.me I%U^live, decreef inypead^, \ ;.^ , ', ; 

Ser, My Lord, I own my Judgment is the fame. 

^hem. Aqsl io. isunigK v XQ P^ th^ ^'^i^t P^J- 

Sball. I ffoni the mk,'*iDy Friends, expe£led this. 

BeU. . Be.«iot difconfol^te^ jpy^ <^^<^ Love, • lU Ari^ 

• flpne, f //j/?rr. 

Nor pleafe thy felf widi Hopes tlvU: I-Ihall JJvie: ^..- x 
But chearfully ^^ign me ^jp to Hftiv>p% , . r ^. 
And let itiy Coujju/ft ihcw tlie Hpble Vie^Sr 
By which thou 'rt adted ; thipk,, cefeftial Q)ur^ 
Are plac'd around dice to fupport t;hy Min5, 

la 
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Ib this Important Seafon of thy Life. 

ufrlff. Thy Mind is all compos'd, my deareli Lord ; 

O ? With the Thoughts, of thatirioli perfeft B\ih 

To which thou *jrt going, mix thy fervent Prayers, 

That everUfting Arms may be niy Stay. 

Belt, They wiff, my Love.- — - The Time is now at 
hand. [Enter Meffengers, 

Wekome^ my Friends ; I know your Bufinefs with me. 
jfrifi. Of My dear Lordl— \Weeping^ 

Belt. Weep not, my Loyc, the Heroine now difplay ;, 

\ EmhrMcing bar,. 

Call up thy wonted Courage, Patience, Hope, 

And cv'ry noble Principle within, 

With utmoft Vigour, to exert themfel¥es. 

And let thc-Raiys of all thy heawnly Charmi, 

Shot thick around m^ light me thro' this dadEj^ 

Thissiw&l Scene, to my eternal Home. . 

My fidthful tender Friends, take this F^wd. £ Embracing 

bis Friends* 

I'm going now to die for that great Caufc, 

Which God will furely own, and ere 'tis long. 

Mod glorioufly revive. Believe his Word ; 

Invoke his (acred Name with Conftancy s 

For he his never faid to fttc^b's Seed, 

Seek ye my Face in vaili. 

My Ariftone^ \^ Embracing Ariflone,-. 

Once more farewd,— farewel,— — but not for ever^ . 

A few- fo quick revolving Days will bring 

My lartuous Confort to thofe happy Realms, 

Wxerel, fome Minutes hence, fliall iafc arrive^ . 

Come,'. 
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Come now, my Guides, lead on i for I'm prepar'd [To the: 

... Mijfengers. 

To follow, and- receive my expelled Doom. 
Vain World, Tm Feaving all. thy real Woes, . . 

Thy airy Pfeafures, TriJes to ^ 6oul 
That once has tailed the celeftial Streams :. 
Thefe Streams of pure Delight more plenteous flow- 
Into my HearC, the nearer I approach • 
That fure Deftru£lion, which awaits this Framit 
Of Fleih and Blood, excite my warmeft Wifhes^ 
To.reach the Fountain Head ; there fhall 1 drink 
Thro' endlefs Ages>, and be idUsiy*d< 

No Monarch, on his Corc»ati6n-Day, 

While fhouting Subjefls their glad Homa^paj^,^ . 

While the Ihiperiil Diadeni he wears. 

Views airits^GlorieSj^ovo'-lboks iS Cares, ^ ' / 

Can of fuch raptVous Plicarures be potfeib; -■ *"^ 

As tho« I fediivithin my glowing Brcaft, >' 

Who have jufl reach'd the World of perfea Peace, J 
andReflr^ 



• • 




Scent 
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Scene BeitefhazarV Heufe. 

* 

■ 

- Sballum. Sbsmaiab: Seraigb, 
Shall, n Efore this time, my Friends, the noble Prince 
•^-^ Has rsach'd the Goal ; and tho* we all Limcnt, 
Have greateft reaibn to Iam«at his Death ; 
*Tis fure oijr Honour, may be oar Advants^gei 
That he fo brairely <wn*d the Jewifli Caufe. 

Sbem, Calm, and unmov'd with Fear, he march'd along, . 
His ihining Face o'erfpread with gracefiil Smiles, 
That fpoke the Tranfports of hi$ pious Heart; 
As tho' he J»d fome mighty Conqueft gain'd. 
And was retommg back with glorious Spoils. 

Ser. The weijnng Multitude, with Wonder flnick, 
Profeis'd they never faw fo great a Hero, 
And (aid, 'twaH pky this fhould be his Fate. 

Sbem. Noneimt the few that envy'd hun, becaufe 
He quite eclipsed them, could without Regret . / 

Think on his Fan. 

Ser. And there may come a Time, 
When they unpity'd, with black Horrour fill'd. 
Shall fuffer the Demecit of their Crimes. 

Sballum. 
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Sbaliutn, ibemalaH, Ser'aiai. Ariftone. 
Sbal/.f^\ Ariftone^ wc are all thy Friends, 

^-^ Wfia wiiild ^^tadiplc l«i** c«iltet^ and fiipport 

' thee. ' 

.. ^i/?. Ak&l Wliat^iiiibal CawMk haafr a fl af wui d m e? 

[ Weeping. 

tbem. We cst^ be ig^iorsmt of the preffiig Load, 
Whickbows thee doWB» and nudbo ^ Tean to low. 

Arift, To Miiok the.Manllor'd fir more chad Life, 
Whofe Smiles m«le aEjSiy Di^BB fb ifyeectf palto, 
They feemM b^t Mcutieais tot xKf savifliM Soul, 
Is rent frcmi my Enjsr^qss!^ thravtn todLiow, : 
Hi» Fleih all torn, d«nrodf^d by. hungry Seafts, 
His Bones all fever'd, broken! Oh.!-- ■ ■ 

Sbem. ! For fome Bakn to heal her wounded &£ad r 

Ser. Confidcr, lovely Fair^ where hi& brigln Sottl 
Has gain'd Admittance ; whathe feBSyiaiadhesirft 
Without the\grofier Organi of thr Sea£|r. 
Ten Thoiiiiand Crowns which fc^jScrViPiriiieefl weir 
Would not invite him down ag|dn t» £ard^ ^ 
No, not to thy Embraces, tho' iiB lovU-r— . , 

Arift. With fuch an Ardom that one. wauld huve thou^t. 
He had been fome Seraph doth'd with n^mealFleib. . 

Ser, And wiU moil miide% ngacd tlve ilslV . 
As fep'rate Spj^its of the Virto^ufrdo 
Their bell-tov'd Friend^,^ whwa th^ bnr^ kg fadcor. 

Think, 
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Think, Artftone^ that he vievics thee now, . 
With eager Wiihes for thy lalHng Weali 
That thou mayll follow him in all that's noble. 
Worthy the Relift. of fo great a Prince. 

Arift, Thy Words, SeraiaK cheer xn^ drooping Heart, 
Which was, alas [ almoft p*er-power*d with Grief. 
—Yes, my dei Lpr3, Til view^thee^QO thy T^^rone, \J[»oo^- 
Amidfl the Powers that mle in Light vinipijtM; ing up. 

And wait in hope to fee the joyful Day» 
When thou, and I, foc'd in thofe .blifsful Realms, 
Shall fhare in Empire, ne*er to be deflroy'd. 
Thy Precepts 111 with conftant Care review ; ' 
Thy bright Example ihail employ my Thoughts ; 
All my Concern fhall be to follow thee. 




®.@® 




Ariftone, Shallum» Shemaiah, Seraiab. MeJJenger. 

Jlii^X Come from Xing i>rfw;:, tojnfonn 

-^ Thefe feithful, mourning Friends o£ Selujhazzar, 
That tho* they Ve thought his MaAer was unkind, 
Falfe to his Word, they'll find it 9therwife. 

Arift, What dofl thou mean ? Is jiot my JLgrd conrum'd? 
Is he not ravifh'd from my tender Arms, 
That us'd t* embrace him, but mujlrnftw W Jnore ? 

Mgjf. No, Jtrifionei^ . 'twas tlie Kingfs ^RefolvCi' 
To iave youf Lord, aaJ hazard all JiisEmpiri:* 

G But 
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But when he went from Council, this was fpolcc. 
As with an human Voice, I am the God. 
Whom thou, Darius ^ lately didft invoke ; 
I fram'd all Nature by my powerful Hand, 
And rule without Controul in Heaven, and Earth. 
A Proof of this, which can admit no Poubt, 
By Morning-Light 1*11 to thy Eyes afford. 
The VHion muft be fecret; for 111 Aew, 
In the Behaviour of this virtuous Man, 
And thofe Whom he has chofen for his Friends, 
What Power I have to animate the Good, 
EncompafTed with Dangers, and with Woes, 
Which drive the Wicked into fell Defpair. 
But I will furely bring him forth alive ; 
I'll hold the hungry Lions in my Chain, 
And they fhall wait for thofe, who have deferv*d 
To M their Prey, DanieVt rekntlefs Foes. 

Arifi, I jmj; .aflonUh*d, and can fcarce believe 
The Tidings thou haft brought. 

Mejf, Further, the King 
Requires you'd meet him now without delay. 
Before the. Den, that there you may receive 
The joyful Confirmation, 

UalL Fm quite loft 
In Wonder and Surprize ? 

• Arift: Am I awake \ ^ • ■ . 

Or is it all a Dreanl ? 

Ber. This could not be 
A Fidion ; for we know, the King has noufi ' - • - - 
Tj) fciT, nor heeds to ca\'et our Regard. 

Bhem. 
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Sbem. Befides, unlefs he w(fre tjiffur'd th' Even|- 
Would anfwer^ he'd not choofe to meet us' there. 

Jri/^, Come then, my Friends, let's hallen towards the- 
Den. 
Thou God, whofe piercing Eye fees all Events,* 
Prepare me to receive my Lord again ; 
Or to be Witnefs the dire Stroke is paft. 
Which has bereaved me of all earthly Joys. 




Scene Pre/, zd's Houje. 

Pre/, 2. Pref. 3. Prince i. Prtnee 2. 
Pre/. 2.T^OW all is fafc, my Friends, for long ere this,- 
-*'^ The Javagc B«afts have- quite devoured our Foe. 
Pref. 3. I thought, indeeJ, our Schemchad been deftroy'd ; 
Darius in the Council feem'd wfohr'd 
Rather to hazard all, than give Mp Dani£l. 

Prince i . He view*d again the royal Diadem^ 
That giac'd his Brows, and priz*d it more than Friend (hip. 
Prince 2*. Now, now, my Lords, the long-wiih'd Time 
is come; 
There is no hated Rival to fiicceed. 
None that the King can better truft than us. 

Pref. 2. I have not flept for Joy of our SuceefB'. • " 

Pref. I. I've been impatient for Return of Day^ 
That we our felves, repairing to the Den, 
Might Baw the certain Proofs of -Danieh FalL: 

G 2. Prtfz: 
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Pref. 2. Behold, the darkfom Night departs apace. 
The Mom begins to ope' her golden Gates, ^ 

That the bright Sun may run his wdhtcd Race. 
Now we may fp, »iy Friends, and view the Place 
Vacant, where late he lay ; but fiain'd, perhaps. 
With Blood that liTu'd h(m hi» manned Limbs. 




Ptrf, 2. Pref./^. . Prince i. Prince 2, Pref, 2^ i Wife. 
Pref, z'j Wife. K Las I My Lord, here is a Troop of Sol- 

SfX \ dfcfv / ; ' : ' 
And Men who {xf^ they come from King Dariift, 
To make urPf ifinors, 'tSU ho fiiaU dedut 
Hi9 f ir thor PldSifofe I 
. Pfef,%: {t€«!motbe> thf F«iiiy b di|iifb^d. - ^ 
Wife., YottH &oft be iMtcMvU lEnUrMjffes^u 

Pref. 3. Now, whatfftai-*4> 
From firfl to laft in thit ftbhappy Bufiflefa^ 
Is come upon ns, and we Vo ail midoike! . . ^ 



^fi^¥4 T:&T&T,4^ 



Pref, 2. Pref ^ Prince i. Prime 2. P/^2V ^Pj/J. 

AS^ffhtgers, 

^S npttUS fays the mighty King Cjaxeres 

^ To 70U, who moil inhumanly have fought 

Thq Blood of 5^//<2^<srzs<?r, opr would hear 

The 
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Th* Entreaties of a Monarch in Diftrefs, 
That pleaded for his Life, you now fhall feci 
The Weight of his Difpleafure : So ordains " 
The God, who has preferv'd your Rival's Life. 

• Prrf,' 2: Farewel then, all our Joys, and Hopes, at once^j 
Nothing awaits us now but Shame, and Death! 
Thus the miftaken Traveller fets out, * 
Pleas'd to behold the Heavens ferenc and fair; 
Whenlo! an unexpedled, pitchy. Cloud - 

Darkens their Face, and pours a dreadful Storm 
Of Thunder, Rain, and Lightening on his Head : 
With Terrour Uruck, in vain he feeks for Shelter; 
The Lightening blafls him, down he finks to Duft f 

Pre/. 3. Alas! What wracking Pains I feel within> . 
Now the great Tryal's come !—— To be depriv*d. 
In the fweet Mom of Life, of all my Joys, 
Nipp'd, like the early Bbffoms, by the Froft— - 
To clofe my Eyes fo foon in Death's black Shade 
More dreadful flill, if there's an After-Sute, 

As much I fear there is ! Alas ! My Crimes 

Sit heavy .on my Soul f Ye Powers above. 

Let me find Mercy, when I ihoot the Gulph f 




G 3 Sten^ 



« r 
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Scene befhre the TO en. 

Darius. Mandane, Arifttme, Shallam, Sbimaiab, Seraiah^ 

Dar. OEE, Ariftoney fee tKy noble Lord . \^ointiii^ 
^ n XhsxvA at the Mouth of the Dot. 

Safe in the .Den, with thofe fierce BeaKs of Prey ! 
Behold his Thoughts, and Prayers alone afcend 
To HcaV*ns bright World 5 he ftjD remains below, 
Again to fold thee in his loving Arms ! * [ King unfials 

ihe Den^ and Beltethazzar com^ sut* 
Prince Behejbaxzafy now tJiy King is come [Ta Beltelha^s. 
To fet tKec free : Thou doH not underftand 
The Rcrifon of my Conduift. 
Belt, Yes, my Sovereign, 
The Myllery b all unfolded now : 
For I no fooner fet my Feet within 
The Den, than I beheld a Blaze of Light 
Diffas'd around me; ftrait I threw my fclf 
Upon my Knees, refign'd aay Sod' to Heav*n : 
But lo ! The Savages w«re ftnidc wWi Fear, 
And durft not quit their Place ; th^ quak*d, and couch'd i 
I rais'd my Eyes, and law a fhifiing Form, ' 

A Cherub, who in Countenance appeared 
Kljjcftic, yet mod kind, and cdhdcRending. 

He 
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He cWd awaiy the Mifls which hsuJL obfcur'd 

Thefe great £re&t8» and wnpp^ them all in ]>uiuid(5i 

Shsw^d how oil folid Wifdom ihcy vrdre built, ' 

And in ifae-cnd wottkl tomto'duiie, tominey ^ 

To ev'iy one's Account ; but theirs who fought 
My Ruin. Yet I'd humbly plead for thefe, > 

Were not Heave's Will declared about their Fate * 
My Prince JhouH conddcend to fpare tikdr livet . 
My deaftftj£r/j?i9ir/ * [ i?MAnfr% Arlftoiic. 

Jrifl. My deaf Loid I 
My Wonder's equal tatayfsA DvUghtl 

\Em$rM€$ng his FrUmls. 
. Shm. Prin^B Beitejha^exMrj .thiU is Joy indied! . ■ 

MiH. Tkt Wm of Heav^i, befure, is always beil : 
I went with Tiiamph, as I tiiou^« ^ Deaths 
But fince I was miftitai^ I'm content ' 
Longer td ivk thd CarfB) and Gtith of Li^ 
Till my Creator (hali r^fe melMUce. 

Ser. Merely for thy Adtamags ndne cOuM wtih 
Thy Stay on Ettrth $ but w«> wiio love our felves» 
Who lo4ie thdcommon Caafe mud «eedi dcAi«v 
That many Years be addtd ^ d^'Lift, 
And that dioa maf^ be lUee the inelbw Vmt^ 
Which' hMigislbcarit^ «intil k^vops w^ Age, 
Dar. Order dtefti(bii«r«t64)e4ii^ught'iwra^ 
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[ Enter Guards with the Prifoners^ ] 

» 

Dar, /^ O, . leadthfifcCrimkab to inftant DeatE^ 

\J -j-hruft them, without Delay; into the Den r 
But if they've e'er a God, who can dofbid .. 
Like DaniePs God» hiM aUb IH adore ; ^ 
And they ihall fkill enjoy their wonted Honours. 

Pre/, 3, O great Darius, let thy Bowels yearn [FalHng 

down with the Pr intes. and Women » 
Towards thpfe who fnc for Mercy^ at thy Fec^^ 
With deep Contrition for their pail Ofience. 

Dar, Mercy has nought to plead on yonr Behalf; ■ 
For cruel Envy reigns within your Breafb. 
You dare be wicked i but you would not tafte 
The bitter Fruits of thefeyour heinous Crimes* 

Pref.2. Asforxnyfdf, OKiag, I would not live,.. 
To be the Slave of my fuccd&ful Foe. 
But wherefore n^ my Wife and-Childnen fufier ? 

Dar. Becaufc they are Offend^s i,they have wiih'd : 
To ihed the Blood of this pur yaludFrfcnd.. . 
I'm well inform'd each one I've doom'd to Death 
Induftrioufly has fought the Prince's Fall. 

Pre/, %*s Wife, Heav^aJmoyirs, dread Sovereign, how we 
have dcfir'd 

He might dcape* and fince hie btf reoei/d 

No 



[ 
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No Autt^f, flue we nay obtaia Forgtveae^. 

Dor, If yoix ddlr'd hk Life, *twas then alone^ 
Vfhett FeaF pfodbcU th* Effeft : H& Deaths yeu thongkt, - 
Might ruin thole who had awak'd my Wrath. 
No longer fhefcforeargBc; yoti fhattdae 
Without Delay. Gatu^ take away your Prifoners» 




Dar, "^^ O W; Danuf\ now, my Friends, 'you all ihal^ 

My future Condiid witt agree with tUi. - 
j9f//. Wedonbtitno^ flqrPiiftQer 

D^rr. Thenktmcnot 
Behold your cheerful Smilear fa fboaexcbang^- 
For PenfiveneTsy as tbo* your Joys were fled. 

Belt, Think not, my Prince, we want Re^)e£k, or Love 
To fach a SLingy But foft Cosqpaiion works 
Towards 9ur diHrcfled Foes, akho' th^ ihew'd 
To us no Favour. 

Dar, O ! Glorious Patterns of finccrc Good-will ! 
Who would not have fuch Men for cordial Friends, 
That treat their Foes with this Humanity ? 








Darius 



/ 
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Darius. Mamiane. Stltfjbaz,zar, Afiftese, 
■ Frjendj, .«/ri/ Meflei^er. 
Jl^; A Ccording to thy Charge, O King Darius,. 

. ■"■ The Crlmiimls were led onto the Den ; 
As foon as they advaEc»d within the Door, 
Behold, the Lions rofe, and, with fierce Loots, 
Seiz'd them at once, and tore fliem all in pieces. 

Dar. Then, Biltefoa^xar, it ftidl be ordain'd. 
And pid)mh*d thro" tho Land, yea, all my Realms, ' 
That God, the Jiving God be hence ador'd : 
He only has unbounded Power, and Love, 
'Which iliine moft brigh<ly in tb& View of thoft. 
Who own hi) Greatnejj, and iwere his Nunc. 
When Evil threatens to invade the Good, 
Evil that ftetns too great to be withftood, 
VirtQe's their Safety ; Lo ! It drives away 
The dreadfiil Gloom, brings unexpeded Day : 
Then in thefe Paths let all widi Courage tread. 
Mate Vice the rady Objeft of theii Dread. 
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., ' jiilas Ge^fraphusi -(dt,, -A complete- 8yfi«m'TQf fS^^gca- 
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'graphy cxtaat, * .. \ . , ' 
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